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ABSTRACT
The purpose of my research is to contribute to a more balanced history of 
pioneering in Western Canada particularly Round Hill, Alberta and Prince George,
British Columbia. In a broader context, 1 add to the literature about non-British, 
European immigrant women in twentieth-century Canada.
In this thesis, using a feminist biographical method, I explore the life course 
changes of Madeline (Mach) Izowsky (1885-1979) who was bom in Poland and 
immigrated to Canada in 1897. After her marriage to John Izowsky in 1904, she spent 
several years in various mining communities in Alberta and British Columbia, moved to 
Prince George, B.C. in 1914, and settled there with her family. My thesis discusses how 
Madeline Izowsky managed her often overlapping, multiple challenging roles as a Polish 
immigrant, business woman, wife, mother, grandmother, and widow. In the final chapter 
I reflect on completing a feminist biography and its impact on me personally.
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Until lions have their own historians, tales o f the hunt will always glorify the hunter.
- African proverb
mTRODlCTlON
As the new millennium approached, the Prince George Citizen published a series 
of articles titled “Millennium,” which emphasized the accomplishments of local business 
people who had contributed to the growth and prosperity of Prince George. ' It soon 
became apparent to me that the business people’ being featured were in fact white 
business men and other others’ were not even mentioned. The newspaper articles 
constructed a historical picture of the Prince George business community but excluded 
pioneer business women, Chinese people, and other non-whites. There are limited 
sources and references to rural British Columbian women as evidenced in an article by 
Theresa Healy in “Finding Women in British Columbia: A Select Bibliography.” Of 
nearly three hundred contemporary sources only a handful represent rural women and 
according to Loma Townsend “this omission of rural women from the historical record 
has changed little since 1992.”'  Additionally, in the 1970s, a Prince George historian, 
Keith Gordon, noted that the history of B.C. has been created on a Vancouver/Victoria 
axis. This has negated the history of the Central Interior and its place in the province’s 
total historical picture. ^  The contradiction between my knowledge of some women’s 
involvement in business and the Citizen's historical representation of the Prince George
' Prince George Citizen. “Millennium Series,’' January 1999-December 1999.
 ^Loma Townsend, “When a Woman was Only a Woman, But a Good Cigar Was a Smoke: 
Quesnel Women’s Perspective on Early 20'*’ Century Marriage,” in E-X-P-A-N-D-l-N-G Boundaries: 
Historical Essays on Northern B.C. 's Rural Women, ed. Loma Townsend and Theresa Healy (Prince 
George: UNBC Print Services, 2001), 13; and Theresa Healy, “Finding Women in British Columbia: A 
Select Bibliography,” in British Columbia Reconsidered: Essays on Women, ed. Gillian Creese and 
Veronica Strong-Boag, 431-449 (Vancouver: Press Gang Publisher, 1992).
 ^Theresa Healy, and others. Past Perfect: Prince George History and How to Find It (Prince 
George: The Local History Committee of the Prince George Public Library, 2000), 15.
business community was unsettling/ ( V/ccM created a historical picture o f the
commercial life of Prince George, particularly in the early years of its development, that 
privileged men s participation while excluding women's involvement. The imbalance of 
women's representation in provincial, and specifically regional and local, history needed 
correcting and, with the encouragement of Professor Marianne Ainley, I chose to write 
my M.A. thesis on a Polish immigrant woman, Madeline Izowsky (nee Mach, 1885- 
1971) who ran various businesses in Prince George from 1914 to 1966.
The idea for this thesis began in an undergraduate women’s studies course where 
students were encouraged to write environmental histories, including family ones, as their 
final projects. This experience served to make me aware of family contributions to the 
development of Prince George as a community, and to the important possibility of 
speaking personally in an academic context. Anne-Louise Brookes notes that, “it is not 
nice, not scholarly and certainly not scientific to speak of the personal in an academic 
context.”  ^ Yet, an academic context is a logical place for the creation and the distribution 
of new knowledge.^ Jerome Bruner expands on the notion of an academic setting as “a 
place where negotiating and renegotiating meaning [should] take p l a c e . H e  concludes, 
however, that using this forum for renegotiating meaning is “counter to traditions of
Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy: An Autobiographical Approach (Halifax: Fenwood 
Publishing, 1992), 85; and Jerome Bruner, Actual Minds, Possible Worlds (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1986), 122; and bell hooks, “Moving Into and Beyond Feminism: Just for the Joy of It,” in OutloH' 
Culture: Resisting Representations (New York: Routledge, 1994), 208. The unsettling feeling that I 
experienced is discussed by all three authors and leads into using the personal as the political/academic.
’ Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy, 10.
* Shulamit Reinharz, Feminist Methods in Social Research (New York: Oxford University Press,
1992), 16. As part of feminist practice the author encourages the use of nonmasculinist terms such as 
distribution rather than dissemination, inclusion of both names for authors, and non-military language.
’ Jerome Bruner, Actual Minds, 123.
pedagogy ... and authority.'* Challenges to the dominant historical canon insist on a
renegotiation of meaning. The wider the context in which this renegotiation takes place, 
the greater the chances of'm arginal discourses” having an affect on historical pedagogy 
and authority.'^
A case study, such as my thesis, has the potential to add to the feminist notion 
that it is not possible to generalize all women’s experience to one woman. But 
collections of woman’s experiences may provide a basis for commonalities to be 
analyzed and applied theoretically, within historical context. “Theory must remain at 
best hypothetical, at worst unreal and barren [unless we have detailed] case studies and 
surveys dealing with the experience of selected groups of women in diverse cultures and 
time periods. ”'" Increasing the number of case studies of women’s experiences 
improves feminist researcher’s ability to engage in cross-cultural and comparative 
analyses of women’s lives." This type of work is important to avoid ethnocentric 
generalizations'- and may take place in innovative forums such as novels and theses.'"'
Moreover, many authors would agree with Anne-Louise Brookes that, “Writing 
stories is fun. More than this, it expands our knowledge enormously, sharpens our 
perception, improves our use of language, and changes our attitude to others and to 
ourselves. It is a politically necessary form of cultural labour. It makes us live our lives
* Ibid , 123.
® Chris Weedon, Feminist Practice & Poststructuralist Theory (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1987), 
111; and Helen M. Buss, “Settling the Score with Myths of Settlement: Two Women Who Roughed It and 
Wrote It,” in Great Dames, ed. Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
1997). 167.
Bernice Carroll, ed.. Liberating Women's History: Theoretical and Critical Essays (Chicago: 
University of Illinois Press, 1976), xii; quoted in Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Case Studies,” in Feminist 
Methods in Social Research (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992), 164.
"  Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Case Studies,” in Feminist Methods, 166.
"  Ibid 
Ibid., 170.
more consciously.’"'"* It is the forum aspect o f culture, which provides the space for 
participants to make changes. The role of an active participant is important in achieving 
these changes.'"
The focus of my research and thesis is the examination of the life of an immigrant 
woman who was in some ways an ordinary, family woman rather than a great woman in 
the conventional sense. Yet in other ways she did not conform to the stereotype of a 
family woman because of her involvement in the business community. This 
contradiction complicates the notion of women as a one-dimensional occupant of one 
type of space. The complexity and contradictions are carried by all women and challenge 
generalizations. The strength of this research comes from an adequate source of primary 
data through archival documents and oral histories. A heightened interest in publishing 
local history, a need to correct the perception that B.C.’s history occurred exclusively on 
the Victoria-Vancouver axis, and growing scholarship about Prince George women 
provide a framework for a good potential story.
Chapter one includes a discussion of the theoretical and methodological 
frameworks used to discuss Madeline Izowsky’s life. 1 use the work of numerous authors 
to illuminate the ideology of the masculine bias of history. The works of Edward Soja 
and Gillian Rose inform a discussion of place and space and how this theoretical stance 
provided me with the arena to present Madeline Izowsky’s story and stress her agency. 
Also, I examine her life through various social relations in order to fully understand her 
role in Prince George society and discuss several authors’ concepts of feminist biography 
in order to support the presentation of Madeline’s story in this format. Using reflexivity.
Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy , 125.14
Jerome Bruner, Actual Minds, 123. 
Shulamit Reinharz, Feminist Methods. 216.
I suggest ways in which feminist researchers may include their personal insights to enrich 
their texts. In addition to written and oral sources, I also relied on family and archival 
photographs to help in the reconstruction of her life. Chapter one includes a description 
of various research trips that I took to Round Hill, Alberta, the Crowsnest Pass, and a 
summer school in Eastern Europe in an e@brt to gain a deeper understanding of the 
physical landscapes of Madeline Izowsky's life by grounding myself in the landscape as 
a part of the research process.
Chapter two covers the 1885 to 1904 period. It provides the historical context of 
her childhood in Poland and her early years in Canada. I include factors which prompted 
the family’s emigration from Galicia and how much of a dislocation this was/was not for 
Madeline. Although the cross-cultural nature of my research is not a major theme, the 
story begins in Poland, and 1 both refer to the history of Poland, and explore the ways that 
a Polish identity was established in Canada.
Chapter three encompasses the 1904 to 1914 period, years of transition and life 
course changes for Madeline Mach. She married John Izowsky in Round Hill in 1904 
and spent the next decade moving between various coal mining towns in Alberta and 
British Columbia with her husband and children. This allowed her space to develop 
independently from her family in Round Hill. It was also the beginning o f her 
assimilation into the larger Anglo Canadian society, which may not have happened if she 
had remained in the predominately Polish community of Round Hill.
Chapter four documents Madeline Izowsky’s years in Prince George from 1914- 
1939. 1 discuss how her work in running a business inside and outside o f the home and
I define reflexivity or the reflexive process as one of thinking carefully, examining critically, 
and exploring analytically the nature of the research process brought to the production of my work. See 
Chapter one, page 15 of this thesis for a further discussion of reflexivity
the work of child-rearing influenced her spatial parameters and place-bound every-day 
life and contributed to her personal histor>'. It is clear that settling in one location for 
an extended length of time affected her ability to develop personal and business 
connections in Prince George.
Chapter five interprets Madeline Izowsky's later years in Prince George from 
1939 to 1979, and discusses the increased freedom that northern women in a pioneer and 
rural setting enjoyed over their southern, urban sisters. Frances Swyripa argues that non- 
Anglo-Celtic European immigrant women were not as bound to notions of Victorian 
femininity as were their British counterparts, and thus enjoyed freedoms unavailable in a 
more urbanized setting.'^ This chapter also explores Madeline Izowsky’s 
accomplishments, the ways she managed her business in spite of familial and social 
constraints, as well as her agency and purposefulness in living her life.“^
The final chapter o f my thesis incorporates an autobiographical reflection as a 
framework for conclusion. According to feminist authors it is important to bring the 
reflexivity of the researcher into the finished text.'' In this chapter I detail the obstacles 
of constructing a feminist biography, but also suggest some areas of support needed for 
this type of project.
Cindi Katz and Janice Monk, “Making Connections; Space, Place, and the Life Course,” in Full 
Circles: Geographies o f Women Over the Life Course, ed. Cindi Katz and Janice Monk (London and New 
York: Routledge, 1993), 265.
Frances Swyripa, Wedded to the Cause: Ukrainian-Canadian Women and Ethnic Identity, 1891- 
1991 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1993), 18.
Barbara Caine, “Feminist Biography and Feminist History,” Women’s History Review’ 3, 2 
(1994): 251.
’^Judith Okely and Helen Callaway, “Preface,” in Anthropology and Autobiography, ed. Judith 
Okely and Helen Callaway (London: Routledge, 1992), xii; and Gillian Rose, Feminism and Geography:
The Limits o f Geographical Knowledge (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993); and Edward 
W. Soja, Thirdspace: Journeys to Los Angeles and Other Real-and-Imagined Places (Malden: Blackwell,
1996).
Writing about an ordinary immigrant woman in the context of the twentieth 
century western Canada was a challenging process. Ernestine Crossfield notes that most 
of the available literature about prairie pioneers is based on British women.“  The lives 
of other immigrant women were similar to, but also different in many ways, from the 
British experience. This project re-evaluates the presence of women in the history of 
Prince George and is of interest to those with a desire to know more about the people 
who contributed to the development of this town.'^ My thesis will challenge the 
historical constmction of Prince George and of the place of non-British, European 
immigrant women in rural Northern British Columbia by examining the life of Madeline 
(Mach) Izowsky.
^Ernestine Crossfield, “A Natural Adaptation: Elsie (McAlister) Cassels, Scottish Immigrant and 
Naturalist on the Albertan Prairie, 1889-1938” (MA thesis, Concordia University, 1997), 18; and Elaine 
Leslau Silverman, The Last Best West: Women on the Alberta Frontier, 1880-1930 (Montreal. Eden Press, 
1984).
^  F.E. Runnalls, A History o f Prince George (Vancouver: Wrigley Printing Company Limited, 
1946). This book provides a good example of masculinist history.
CHAPTER ONE -  FEMINIST FRAMEWORKS 
Feminkt Theory
1 ) Feminisms
People utilize theory to help explain the world around them and to make sense of 
their lived experience. These theories are ''generally based on observation and reasoning, 
especially ones that have been tested and confirmed as a general principle explaining a 
large number of related facts.”' What happens, however, to our comprehension of the 
world when theory contradicts our own experience because the ‘related facts’ are biased 
or exclusionary? Feminist awareness of the importance of deconstructing male organized 
social space, in order to support and promote women’s agency in occupying historical 
space, helps further women’s knowledge of the construction of their lives. In other 
words, it behooves feminist researchers to critique how patriarchy has ordered the world 
and to reflect that this ordering may not represent how women live(d)“ and may have 
diminished, rendered invisible, or perverted women’s lived experience.
Documentation that excludes women is as revealing as that which includes 
women, but sets up what Marianne Ainley describes as a gynopic landscape.^ This is a 
historically constructed landscape that excludes women from written documentation, 
landscape paintings, and photographs. In writing this biography I am attempting to
' Clarence L. Barnhart, and Robert K. Barnhart, ed, 77ie World Book Dictionary (Chicago: World 
Book Inc., 1988), 2174.
 ^bell hooks, “Moving Into and Beyond Feminism,” in Outlaw Culture, 232.
 ^Shulamit Reinharz in Feminist Methods in Social Research defines gynopia as the “inability to 
perceive women or to perceive them in undistorted ways,” 168.
“ Marianne Gosztonyi Ainley, “Re-centering women in the landscape: A post-colonial feminist 
historian looks at gender, science and the environment in Canada,” in Centering Women in the Landscape, 
ed. Daniela Stehlik (Rockhampton, Qld.: Centre for social Science Research & Women in Research, 2001), 
15.
change the historical gynopic landscape of Prince George by including the information 
that IS known about Madeline Izowsky’s life.
I have always appreciated Adrienne Rich’s definition of feminism. She says
Feminism means finally that we renounce our obedience to the fathers and 
recognize that the world they have described is not the whole world. 
Masculine ideologies are the creation of masculine subjectivity; they are 
neither objective, nor value-free, nor inclusively human. Feminism 
implies that we recognize fully the inadequacy for us, the distortion of 
male-created ideologies, and that we proceed to think, and act, out of that 
recognition.^
These are strong words, which allow for a critique of the social construction of 
women’s lives as represented by masculine historical ideologies. Chris Weedon 
emphasises the political nature of feminism, and suggests that feminism is a “politics 
directed at changing existing power relations between women and men in society. These 
power relations structure all areas of life, the family, education and welfare, the worlds of 
work and politics, culture and leisure. They determine who does what and for whom, 
what we are and what we might become.”  ^ In other words, knowledge is organized to 
benefit men and women differently.
Anne-Louise Brookes is another writer who considers feminisms’ useful 
perspective from which to examine power relations. More specifically she discusses the 
need to use a feminist perspective to analyze and determine the subject of the research 
and the author of the final text. This analysis highlights who produces the knowledge and 
who benefits from the social construction.^ Feminists have long insisted that knowledge
 ^Adrienne Rich, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence,” in The Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michele Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge,
1993), xvii.
Chris Weedon, Feminist Practice, 1.
’ Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy, 48.
may be objective or subjective and remain credible/ Exposing the subtle ways in which 
notions of objectivity, bias, and evidence hides histories and structures o f oppression are 
required to change the male dominated status quo / In other words, a feminist 
perspective provides a space to analyze how male ideology orders society and the 
historical representation of that society.
Joan Kelly conveys the idea of feminism as a “vantage point” ' ' from which 
“feminist theory ... must go beyond ahistorical, transcultural condemnation of patriarchy 
to an understanding of its historical specificity, its class relations, and its structural and 
institutional permutations.”*' The author maintains that by adjusting the vantage point, it 
is possible to create new possibilities and realities by using active struggle to push 
boundaries,'^ and see “the discrepancy between the real and the ideal experienced by 
those who stand on the boundary of the dominant culture.” '"* In constructing my thesis I 
am using a different vantage point to actively push boundaries and add to this historical 
space.
2) Feminist Historiography
Feminist historiography disrupts accepted evaluations o f historical periods by 
acknowledging that significant historical moments do not have the same effect for men
Ibid., 2; and Kirsten Hastrup, “Writing Ethnography,” in Anthropology, 119; and Sandra 
Harding, Whose Knowledge? Whose Science? : Thinking From Women's Lives (Ithaca, New York: Cornell 
University Press, 1991).
’ Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy, 155.
Ibid., 50.
' ' Joan Kelly, “Author’s Preface,” in Women, History, and Theory: The Essays o f Joan Kelly 
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1984), xi.
Blanche W. Cook and others, “Introduction,” in Women, History, and Theory, xxiv.
Ibid., xxiv
14 Ibid, XXV.
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and women, It is out of this acknowledgement that feminists recognize the specificity 
of women’s experience and thus historical (non)presence. Joan Kelly, along with other 
authors suggests that opening historical examination to include women’s experience 
provides women with agency and posits the family to a position of social force.
Viewed from this perspective, the day-to-day lives of ordinary women and their fiamilies 
become significant agents in historical (re)production/(re)construction.
Amanda Vickery offers a critique of the history of separating women from men’s 
perceived and conceived space. She argues that the “dialectical polarity between home 
and world is an ancient trope of western writing” and became “the organizing concept in 
the history of [English] middle-class women” written by men. It became the theoretical 
framework that ‘attempted’ to organize all women’s lives into that of only private space. 
The ideology of the concept o f polarity spread through all women’s lives, as well as 
men’s lives and left no space for diversity or difference. The prominence of this ideology 
has been recognized because of the influence of feminist scholarship about gender and 
other power relations.'^ Feminist historians simultaneously embrace the power to insert 
themselves into the discussion while challenging the power of the dominant discourse.
Joan Kelly, “The Social Relation of the Sexes: Methodological Implications of Women’s 
History,” in Women, History, and Theory, 3; and Karin M. Morin and Lawrence D. Berg, “Emplacing 
Current Trends in Feminist Historical Geography,” Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal o f Feminist 
Geography, Vol. 6, 4 (1999): 311-330.
Joan Kelly, “Social Relations,” in Women, History, and Theory, 5.
"ibid., 15
"  Amanda Vickery, “Golden Age to Separate Spheres? 383. Italics in original.
"  Marianne G. Ainley, “Soaring to New Heights. Changes in the Life Course of Mabel 
McIntosh,” in Great Dames, ed. Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin (Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
1997), 206-223; and Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy, 2; and Elizabeth Smyth and others in 
Challenging Perspectives: Historical and Contemporary Perspective on Women’s Professional Work 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999); and Chris Weedon, “Feminist Critical Practice” in Feminist 
Practice, 144. All are examples of the examination of gender and other power relations in women’s lives, a 
concept that Marianne G. Ainley used in her writing and teaching.
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Carolyn Heilbrun notes “Power is the ability to take one’s place in whatever discourse is 
essential to action and the right to have one’s part matter.
Barbara Caine states that although some women are written about in history 
because of “their exceptional stature and their great achievements,” ordinary women 
continue to be ignored in history.^' She maintains that in order to change historical 
understanding, ordinary women should be the focus of women’s history Toward this 
end, Gisela Bock insists that women’s history has made great strides in the last twenty 
y e a r s . S h e  suggests that the political agendas of women’s studies and gender studies 
programs challenge epistemological dichotomies and reject the exclusive hierarchies 
constructed by male dominated hi s t or i ans . In  the “Introduction” to Great Dames, 
Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin explain the notion of “apart from the times,” and 
provide examples of women who lived contrary to the expected masculine defined 
norm.“^  So, too, did Madeline Izowsky.
As many early feminist writers have stated, in the western world, men have 
dominated most academic disciplines and created the original theories to explain 
women’s lived experience. Gillian Rose lists geography, “perhaps more so than any 
other human science,” as one of these disciplines.^^ She cites several examples to 
demonstrate that women have been marginalized as producers of geographical and other
^°Carolyn G. Heilbrun, Writing a Woman’s Life (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988), 18.
Barbara Caine, “Feminist Biography,” Women's History Review, 249; and Women’s Changing 
Landscape Project Coordinating Committee, Changing Landscapes: Three Generations o f Canadian 
Women Tell Their Stories (Ottawa: University of Ottawa, 1996). This book is a collection of “family 
stories.”
Barbara Caine, “Feminist Biography,” Women's History Review, 250.
^  Gisela Bock, “Challenging Dichotomies: Perspectives on Women’s History,” in Writing 
Women's History: Internationa! Perspectives, ed. Karen Offen, Ruth Roach Pierson, and Jane Rendale 
(Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1991), 1.
^"ibid., 16.
Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin, eds., “Introduction,” in Great Dames (Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1997), 6.
^  Gillian Rose, “An Introduction,” in Feminism and Geography, 1.
12
forms of knowledge. She suggests that this marginalization limits the legitimacy of 
knowledge produced by women in a way that does not affect knowledge produced by 
men. Knowing that this bias exists provides women with a foundation from which to 
begin deconstruction of the bias located in geography or any other academic disciplines 
o f women's lives.'^ Other authors in collections of essays, such as Marianne Gosztonyi 
Ainley, ed. in Despite the Odds: Essays on Canadian Women and Science and Elizabeth 
Smyth, and others, ed. in Challenging Professions: Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives on Women's Professional Work, all deal with history in various disciplines 
as a gendered construction.’*^
David Sibley also acknowledges that a “singular history of urban theory reflects 
male dominance in the production of knowledge.” *^* He argues that depending on who is 
doing the research, the result is gendered knowledge, and, therefore, the predominance of 
male perspective and lack of reflexivity supports construction of masculine spatial 
structures.^" In as much as gender relations and representation of the researcher and 
researched work cohesively in the construction of social knowledge, I too believe that 
male dominance in a field results in a male perspective and production of knowledge, 
particularly where reflexivity regarding the privileging of male knowledge does not take 
place.
Much of the recent feminist literature in journals such as Atlantis, and Canadian 
Woman Studies, and books such as Jean Burnet’s Looking Into My Sister's Eyes, suggests
Marianne G. Ainley, Despite the Odds The essays in this work are all concerned with bias in 
knowledge, which is a term the author uses in other projects as well.
^  Marianne G. Ainley, ed.. Despite the Odds-, and Elizabeth Smyth and others, ed.. Challenging 
Professions.
^  David Sibley, “Gender, Science, Politics, and Geographies of the City,” Gender, Place, and
Culture: A Journal o f Feminist Geography 2, 1 (1995); 40.
^  Ibid., 43. '
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that the lives o f immigrant women, women travellers, and working-women did not fit the 
stereotypical portrayal of middle and upper class British women. For example, Apoloja 
Kojder and Frances Swyripa detail life for Polish and Ukrainian women and focus on the 
different strengths required by immigrant women to function in a predominately British 
society.^* On the death of her husband, another immigrant woman, Sigrun Sigurdson, 
was lefi with six children to raise "and a business to run when women were not easily 
accepted in the business world."^  ^ As Amanda Vickery points out, "[Fjeeble females 
would simply not have been capable of the courageous enterpnse and conscientious 
administration that recent works reveals.””  Construction of different historical space, 
from a feminist perspective, allows for the inclusion of different women’s experience, but 
does not presume to represent all women.
In addition to feminist historical approaches, 1 foimd aspects of Cultural Studies, 
an area of interdisciplinary scholarship, useful in writing this biography.^ Cultural 
Studies articulate nicely with feminisms in that both adhere to “a critical examination of 
the dominant culture and an effective resistance to its hegemonic control with emphasis 
on relations of power.””
 ^' Apoloja Kojder, “Women and the Polish Alliance of Canada,” in Looking Into My Sister's Eyes, 
ed. Jean Burnet (Toronto ; The Multicultural History society of Ontario, 1986), 91-105; and Frances 
Swyripa, “Outside the Bloc Settlement. Ukrainian Women in Ontario During the Formative Years of 
Community Consciousness,” in Looking Into My Sister's Eyes, 155-178.
Maureen Martin Osland, “Sigrun Sigurdson Martin: A Northern Business Woman,” Canadian 
Woman Studies les cahiers de la femme: Women o f the North 14, no. 4 (Fall 1994): 48.
Amanda Vickery, “Golden,” Historical Review Journal, 390.
^  Carol Tator, and others, “Theoretical Perspectives,” in Challenging Racism in the Arts: Case 
Studies o f Controversy and Conflicts (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1998), 21; and bell hooks, 
“Moving Into and Beyond Feminism,” in Outlaw Culture, 207.
Carol Tator, and others, “Theoretical Perspectives,” in Challenging Racism, 21.
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3) Thirdspace
Feminists require new perspectives with which to examine women’s lives and so 
for the purposes of this thesis 1 will draw on several authors’ works regarding place and 
space. The most useful to me has been Thirdspace: Journeys to Los Angeles and Other 
f/accA, by Edward Spja, which delineates space as the social 
production of social spatiality.^  ^ In other words the space that women occupy is 
constructed for them by the society in which they live. My own experiences of social 
spatial relations are drawn from a white, middle-class, heterosexual, feminist perspective. 
This is a personal lens that explicitly informs construction of this feminist biography, 
including my thesis. Along with this, my age, gender, outside status, and lived 
experience influence my insights.A dditionally, gender studies teach that the 
production of knowledge comes from a particular position and “the general pretence of 
neutrality must be abandoned.Fem inist anthropologists and other scholars articulate 
within their academic space and, therefore, with the (de)construction of bodies of 
knowledge and knowledge production.'**  ^ “It is this interpersonal, cross-cultural encounter 
that produces ethnography [or biography].”'**
For most of my life 1 was complacent with my fleet firmly planted in concrete 
materiality and in a lived experience. This comfort was sometimes disrupted, however, 
by a notion of things ‘not being quite right.’ 1 was unable to articulate this feeling until I 
read the theoretical argument of Edward Soja regarding Thirdspace. He writes that.
^  Edward W. Soja, Thirdspace, 1.
Judith Okely and Helen Callaway, “Preface,” in Anthropology, xiii.
Kirsten Hastrup, “Writing Ethnography,” in Anthropology and Autobiography, 119. 
118.
'"ibid., 117.
'"Ibid., 118.
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generally speaking, Firstspace represents lived experience, Secondspace represents 
theory, and Thirdspace represents a hybrid of both-and-also. It became apparent to me 
that Wiile Secondspace theory was to explain my Firstspace lived experience (and that of 
other women), it did not adequately explain the many contradictions between women’s 
lived experience and the Secondspace, male theoretical construction of women’s 
experience. In reading 1 located my lack of comfort ofFirstspace-not-
described-by-Secondspace. Situated within the broader context o f cultural studies, 
Thirdspace is a useful step in defining space where the contradictions of women’s lived 
experience may be included in rewriting geography, sociology, and history, among other 
disciplines.^^
Although Thirdspace is, by Soja’s own admission, tentative and flexible, these 
are precisely the qualities that make it so useful for describing and critiquing the 
masculinist spatial construction of women’s lives. Thirdspace may be difficult to grasp 
because there is no closure or categorical definition. 1 think that there is liberatory 
potential in knowing/not knowing, and that Thirdspace provides different locations for 
more explanations than are offered at first glance. That is, there are more stories to tell, 
inclusions to find, and spaces to explore and Thirdspace provides the potential to 
demonstrate women as agents in these historical spatial representations. Soja offers some 
insight into a potential transformative space in which to locate women.^^ Reading about 
transformative space was an enlightening moment for me in defining where to locate 
Madeline Izowsky in feminist discourse regarding social space. My recognition of this 
anomaly was a ‘Thirdspace’ for my own personal reflections about where to situate the
42
Edward Soja, Thirdspace, 65,
Carol Tator and others, “Theoretical Perspectives,” in Challenging Racism, 18.
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subject of my research in place and space and, in my thesis, 1 explore how this 
Thirdspace applies to Madeline Izowsky's family situation.
In describing alternate space in which to relate women’s lives, Gillian Rose 
argues that feminism has influenced geographical imaginations. She presents a notion of 
“plurilocality” which recognizes that two-dimensional social maps are inadequate to 
describe women’s social lives and that spaces structured over many dimensions are 
necessary for acknowledging women’s differences.^ Along with Edward Soja, Gillian 
Rose acknowledges that her conclusions about imagining a different space within which 
women may locate their experiences are tentative. The author admits that this space is 
’insecure, precarious, and fluctuating” and will remain destabilized by contradictions and 
resistance, but that it is in this space that there is room to deconstruct spatial relations for 
women. One of the principle ways that Gillian Rose restructures space for women’s 
agency is by refusing to distinguish between binary polarities such as real and 
metaphorical space or to separate women’s experience and emotion within the context of 
their lived place. She argues that this refusal allows for the possibility of a different kind 
of space, similar to Soja’s Thirdspace.^
In Full Circles, Cindi Katz and Janice Monk argue that “the significance of space 
and place in women’s construction of their lives and the importance of changes over the 
life course to women’s geographies have been neglected in geography and women’s 
s t u d i e s . L i k e  them, I use Tife course’ to describe the various changes that mark a 
woman’s life history. To understand Tife course’, Cindy Katz and Janice Monk
^  Gillian Rose, “Politics,” in Feminism, 151.
^^Ibid., 160 
^ Ib id ., 155.
Cindi Katz and Janice Monk, “Making Connections,” in Full Circles, 265.
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introduce the importance of articulating prior experience, the context of other women of 
the same age group, examination of a woman’s motivation for (non)change, and women’s 
diverse roles with ideologies that affect individual opportunities and create community 
history /** They suggest that the possibilities for a woman “to meet her needs and fulfill 
her desires are variously constrained and enhanced by the places in which she lives and 
the spaces she must negotiate.”^^  Based on the above, I argue that it is important to 
attend to the intersections of space, time, and place in Madeline Izowsky’s life, along 
with her larger social relations in order to understand her lived experience.^ Her 
rootedness/mobility to one place/space is also a theme of spatiality that the authors insist 
is an area that requires examination.^’ Feminist spatial theory helped explore Madeline 
Izowsky’s location changes and the way these distinctly affected her life course.^*
4) Immigrant Societies
Cole Harris suggests that societies and the places they occupy are interrelated. 
Some ideas of old world hierarchies did not transplant to Canada because they did not fit 
the context of the Canadian landscape. Social structures were reworked when submersed 
in unfamiliar environments causing a reduction in former cultural attributes. This partial 
loss of culture happened to Madeline Izowsky and her gradual assimilation into a larger 
non-Polish community is apparent through her life c o u r s e . Mu c h  ofNorth American
^  Ibid., 265.
Mary Beth Krouse, “Women and the University as Corporation: A Call for Feminist Response,” 
in Reclaiming the Future, Women \s Strategies for the 2F' Century, ed. Somer Brodribb (Charlottetown, 
PEI: gynergy books, 1999), 231.
^  Cindi Katz and Janice Monk, “Making Connections,” in Full Circles, 265.
Ib id , 265.
"  Ibid., 265.
Cole Harris, “Making an Immigrant Society,” in The Resettlement o f British Columbia: Essays 
on Colonialism and Geographical Change (Vancouver: UBC Press, 1997), 254-256.
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women's history reflects a white, Anglo-centric bias and does not take into account other
ethnic histories. Problems of colonial attitudes, mainstream Anglo ideas about race and 
ethnicity, and language barriers interfere with the distribution of non-British pioneer 
stories. “On the other hand, she [a non-white, non-British woman] often finds herself at 
odds with language, which partakes in the white-male-is-norm ideology and is used 
predominantly as a vehicle to circulate established power relations."^ I use feminist 
studies theoretical frameworks to tell Madeline Izowsky's story, which (de)centres it 
from masculine history, thereby opening a new space.
Methods
1 ) Biography and Feminist Biography
According to Louis M. Smith, the biographical method represents an individual 
author expressing a personal point o f view.^ It is important that the writer has "insight 
and creativity . . . in the studying, constructing, and writing of lives or parts of lives.”^^  
Despite the problems due to a paucity of concise biographical theories and the 
complexity, uncertainty, and potential value conflicts of biography, he maintains that 
feminists and minority perspectives favour biography or life w r i t i n g . I t  is in the open 
spaces provided by the absence of structure that it is possible to find a place of reflexivity 
and to practice reflexive thought. This author suggests that a biographical continuum 
provides space for varied biographies, which includes the following; “objective”
^  Trinh T. Minh-ha, “Commitment from the Mirror-Writing Box,” in Making Face, Making Soul: 
Haciendo Caras, Creative and Critical Perspectives by Women o f Color, ed. Gloria Anzaldula (San 
Francisco: Aunt Lute Foundation Books, 1990), 245.
^^Carolyn Heilbrun, Writing A Woman’s Life, 20.
^  Louis M. Smith, “Biographical Method,” in Handbook o f Qualitative Research, ed. Norman K. 
Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln (Thousand Oaks: Sage, 1994), 286.
^  Ibid., 288.
Ibid., 301.
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biography (facts only), scholarly-historical biography (facts, chronology and some 
history), artistic-scholarly (facts, but with lively presentation), narrative biography 
(fictionalizing scenes and conversation), and fictional biography (historical n o v e l ) . M y  
thesis fits on this continuum as a creative, non-fictional biography. Louis M. Smith also 
considers biography an “active constructionist activity, from the picking of a hero or 
heroine to the seeking of data pools, to the selection of issues and themes, and to the final 
image or portrait that is d r a w n . I n  choosing Madeline Izowsky as my subject, I have 
selected issues and themes o f her life in order to construct her biography.
In a recent interview, English biographer Michael Holroyd said that biography is 
“a symbol of lace-work and if  you do a wonderful lace-work there are lots of holes in it, 
blank spaces in it. It’s got its pattern. It’s got its beauty, and the dark holes, the unfilled 
bits, are part of its pattern.”*’' Where there is no information on a subject, rather than 
viewing this as a ‘lack’ in the biography, it is preferable to see this as part of the 
biographical pattern and to recognize that we may not be able to know all there is about a 
person. It has been helpful to view my thesis as a lacework in progress because little or 
no information is available on some aspects of Madeline Izowsky’s life. In reference to 
a gynopic landscape, these absences are part o f the pattern.
The primary methodological framework for my thesis is feminist biography. 
Numerous sources indicate and acknowledge that, until recently, biography has been the
^  Ibid., 292.
Ibid., 302.
Sarah Hampson, “The Hampson Interview: Michael Holroyd, A Life’s Work,” Globe and Mail, 
Saturday, September 7, 2002, Review -  R-3. Michael Holroyd is a respected biographer as evidenced by 
his works Lytton Strachey: A Critical Biography and Bernard Shaw.
In the varied readings I have done, feminist biography is referred to as life course, life writing 
and life history.
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telling of 'great men's’ history by male biographers/’^  Feminist biography, however, is 
geared to illuminating the history of lesser-known individuals, usually women, and 
placing their lives in historical literature. It is important to note that the subject o f a 
feminist biography need not be a feminist and in fact, contextually, it may not be 
appropriate to apply this term to historical subjects. Feminist biography looks at gender, 
gender relations, and power relations, and how these intersections constitute society’s 
construction of social space.
Susan Mann Trofimenkoff maintains that the purpose of feminist biography “may 
be as simple as uncovering a past that has been denied women ... or as complex as 
exposing the patterns of patriarchal society in order to change them.”^  She asserts that 
the addition of a feminist political commitment to scholarship is necessary to make a 
biography, feminist . Impl ici t  in a feminist political commitment is a need to avoid 
reproducing “the legitimized masculine perspective.” Feminist biography is a useful tool 
for questioning the accepted masculine rendition of history and women’s occupation of a 
prescribed space.^
There is a “relationship between biography and the many new developments 
evident in feminist h istory .M ethodologically , feminist biographers are interested in 
the lives of particular woman within a particular context, evaluating and analyzing her 
story and allowing individual cases to illuminate the history of a particular time, place
Elizabeth Lennox Keyser, “Women in the Twentieth Century: Margaret Fuller and Feminist 
Geography,” Biography 11, no 4 (1988-1989), 286; and Dennis W. Petrie, Ultimately Fiction: Design in 
Modern American Literary Biography (West Lafayette: Purdue UP, 1981); and Stephen B. Oates, 
“Responses,” and “Conversations,” in The Biographers Gift: Life History and Humanism, ed. James F. 
Veninga (Texas Committee for the Humanities, College Station: Texas A & M UP, 1983).
^  Susan Mann Trofimenkoff, “Feminist Biography,” Atlantis 10, no. 2 (Spring, 1985), 4.
Ibid., 3.
^Anne-Louise Brookes, Feminist Pedagogy, 9.
^  Barbara Caine, “Feminist Biography,” Women's History Review, 247.
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and social g r o u p B a r b a r a  Caine is one of the many authors who encourage the 
recovery of the lives and experiences o f women who have been “hidden from hi story. 
Along with recovering 'hidden women,' feminist biographers also “redefine history so 
that the private and domestic worlds are no longer seen as historically irrelevant.”™ The 
“historical irrelevance” of women's domestic lives articulates with Susan TrofimenkofFs 
notion of exposing the patterns of patriarchal society. It is important to see how women’s 
work contributed to the overall function of the society in which they lived, and painful 
and dishonest to ignore it.^‘ Additionally, the family, friends and coworkers that 
surround women are important to their histories. Barbara Caine notes that this “interest 
in locating the lives of woman within the networks of relatives, friends, lovers or 
associates had been seen as a distinctive characteristic of feminist biography and 
something that distinguishes it from traditional biography seen as the life only of an 
individual.” *^ It is in the bricolage of feminist biography that there is a thirdspace as an 
area of possible transformation.^^ This transformation includes a lesser-known woman 
and “demonstrates the relation between individual lives and societal arrangements.”’^
^  Ibid., 247.
^  Ibid.. 250.
Ibid.. 251.
Michelle Waring, Counting For Nothing: What Men Value and What Women are Worth, 2 ^  ed. 
(Toronto; University of Toronto Press, 1999).
^  Ibid., 252.
Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln, “Introduction. Entering the Field of Qualitative 
Research,” in Handbook o f Qualitative Research, ed. Norman K. Denzin and Yvonna S. Lincoln (Thousand 
Oaks: Sage Publications, 1994), 2-3; and Marianne Ainley, Despite the Odds, 25; and Anne-Louise 
Brookes, Femmist Pedagogy, 52; and Edward Soja, Thirdspace, 66. Bricolage is used to indicate a multi 
method concept, which uses whatever data, information or lack of information, ideas, stories, etc. that is 
available from various sources to construct, in this case, a biography.
Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Case Studies,” in Feminist Methods, 170.
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2) Reflexivity
Feminist researchers, philosophers, historians, and anthropologists write about 
the need for reflexivity. In Beyond Methodology, Mary Margaret Fonow and Judith A. 
Cook define reflexivity as " the tendency of feminists to reflect upon, examine critically, 
and explore analytically the nature of the research p r o c e s s . J u d i t h  Okely and Helen 
Callaway, two social anthropologists, suggest that although reflexivity is an on-going 
process during project research, it is “not carried through to the production of texts.”’ ’^
By bringing my personal responses into my thesis, 1 honour this one woman’s life as 1 
interweave the connections made between the gathering of data, the reality o f the story of 
Madeline Izowsky’s life, the theorizing of this same life, and the impact of the written 
text both on myself and the larger community. The above authors also suggest that the 
uniqueness of the fieldwork experience has not been fully theorized.^ By including my 
fieldwork experiences 1 am able to theorize my own experience and make this 
information available to others. Judith Okely and Helen Callaway say that “[M]any 
refractions of self emerged; the self as a resource for making sense of others; plural 
identities; gendered awareness; age and transitions when returning at later dates to the 
same place and people, themselves changed; bodily memory; dreams and 
reinterpretations; the personal as political and also theoretical.^^ The authors suggest that 
the reflexive process encourages researchers to “scrutinize [their] own arrogance and
Mary Margaret Fonow and Judith A. Cook, “Back to the Future: A Look at the Second Wave of 
Feminist Epistemology and Methodology,” in Beyond Methodology: Feminist Scholarship as Lived 
Research, ed. Mary Margaret Fonow and Judith A. Cook (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991), 2.
Judith Okely and Helen Callaway, “Preface,” in Anthropology and Autobiography, ed. Judith 
Okely and Helen Callaway (London: Routledge, 1992), xii.
^  Ibid., » .
^  Ibid., xii.
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problematic nature of relations to others,”^^  thereby acquiring reflexive knowledge by 
examining exterior tangible categories of social relations and social constructions and the 
more intangible inner observations.^ This procedure may impact on the finished text, 
depending on how it is interpreted. They write
In its fullest sense, reflexivity forces us to think through the consequences
of our relations with others, whether it is conditions of reciprocity, 
asymmetry or potential exploitation. There are choices to be made in the 
field, within relationships and in the final text. If we insert the 
ethnographer’s [or biographer’s] self as positioned subject into the text, 
we are obliged to confront the moral and political responsibility of our 
actions.^'
3) Interviews and photographs
The starting point of my research was an interview with Madeline Izowsky, 
conducted by The Prince George Library Historical Committee, on November 25, 1971 
as part of the Prince George Public Library’s Heritage Program. This interview was 
conducted before oral history guidelines were in place. The attention to detail that is used 
in oral interviews under current day practice were not in evidence at that time.
Fortunately for my research, Madeline Izowsky refers to her age in her interview and 
additionally, with the assistance of her family, I was able to establish the dates of events 
to which she refers. “Increasing interest in autobiographical narratives (or life histories 
often reprocessed as biographies) reveals the power of the individual v o i c e . W h e r e  
possible 1 have used Madeline Izowsky’s own voice to tell her story. In order to 
distinguish Madeline Izowsky’s voice, 1 have placed quotes from her interview in italics.
™ Judith Okely, “Anthropology and Autobiography; Participatory Experience and Embodied 
Knowledge,” in Anthropology' cavi Autobiography, 2.
^  Ibid., 16 
Ibid., 24.
^Judith Okely and Helen Callaway, “Preface,” in Anthropology, xi; and Kirsten Hastrup, 
“Writing Ethnography,” in Anthropology, 121.
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and throughout my thesis these quotes are attributed to this source. In addition, numerous 
conversations with Madeline Izowsky’s family and members of the Prince George 
community have added to my knowledge of her life. During my research I used open- 
ended interviews and conversations.^^ These were conducted in accordance with the 
guidelines of the UNBC ethics review committee (Appendix A). I discovered that during 
the interview process different perspectives and contradictory threads developed as I 
talked with community people who lived close to or worked with Madeline Izowsky 
during her life. Although this was confusing at times, I learned to interweave these 
variations, which produced a more rounded picture. Where variations could not be 
woven into the picture, I had to accept that there might be loose ends to her life, which 
added to the notion of complexity in a woman’s life.
Madeline Izowsky’s story is composed from a variety of sources including family 
memories (and these vary &om one family member to another and in each (re)telling), 
and information collected from friends and neighbours, co-workers and employees, as 
well as from archival materials, including photographs. The photographs that I have 
included in my thesis offer a direct contradiction to the notion of a gynopic landscape and 
are important in establishing Madeline’s presence historically in the various landscapes in 
which she lived. Patricia Holland suggests that the continuity of image production is a 
reassurance of family solidarity and cohesion.^ While women exist in family 
photographs, these pictures are seldom seen by anyone other than family members, 
contributing to their absence in a larger communal historical perspective. Strong family
^  Shulamit Reinharz, ‘Teminist Interview Research,” in Feminist Methods, 18. Shulamit 
Reinharz suggests that open-ended interview research provides one with the opportunity to explore 
differences and contradictions and help explain people’s perception of reality.
Patricia Holland, “Introduction: History and the Family Album,” in Family Snaps: The 
Meanings o f Domestic Family Snaps, ed. Jo Spence and Patricia Holland (London: Virago Press, 1991), 1.
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ties provide a framework upon which to build a sense of identity and community and 
included in my thesis are photos and other archival documents of Madeline Izowsky’s 
life, which make visible her presence in the historical record.S ignificantly , all of the 
pictures represent ‘high points’ o f her life and not her routine domestic life. Although this 
could indicate the absence of a family camera, Jo Stanley concludes it also indicates the 
lack of status given to the daily domestic routine.^ Jan Gould also argues that a “picture 
is an historical document in its own r i g h t . S h e  concludes that a picture “is meant to be 
read... with at least the same care and attention to detail as a letter, a diary, a manuscript, 
or a book.”^  1 found scrutinizing family photos to be a useful and enjoyable method of 
observation to establish a framework for my subject’s life.*^ Along with “[N]ever 
accept[ing] a picture at its ‘face value’,” Jan Gould cautions that the viewer’s personal 
interpretations may not be the same as the person who took the picture o f the 
family/person and who holds the picture in their collection, and I remained cognizant of 
this while examining various photos.*’
4) Fieldwork
I have lived most of my life in Prince George and benefited from familial 
relations that gave me access to records that may not have been available to other 
researchers. 1 am, therefore, familiar with the area where Madeline Izowsky spent most 
of her life. The spatial physical life of my subject meant that she was affected by the
213 .
1
Jo Stanley, “Weil, who’d want an old picture of me at work? ' in Family Snaps, 64.
Jan Gould, Women o f British Columbia (Altona, Manitoba: Hancock House Publishers, 1975),
** Jan Gould, Women, 213 
Ibid., 215.
^  Ibid., 215.
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various landscapes in which she lived and not just Prince George. I felt it was important 
to my position as researcher to try and absorb a similar grounding in the landscape that 
Madeline Izowsky had experienced and as I did not have any experience of the earlier 
different geographical landscapes of my subject’s life the purpose of my research trip to 
Alberta was twofold. One, I needed to gather archival and oral history data. Two, 1 
wanted to retrace her journey through a varied landscape, while recognizing the fact that, 
decades later, I would experience a different journey. During August 2001,1 visited the 
Province of Alberta, Red Deer, and Glenbow Archives. In the Province of Alberta 
Archives in Edmonton, I viewed Madeline and John’s original wedding certificate, which 
gave me a feeling of connectedness with Madeline’s history. Disappointingly, 1 was 
unable to obtain a photocopy of the document, which not surprisingly, was the only direct 
archival information that 1 found on Madeline.^' Helen M. Buss details the problematic 
nature of archival research in women’s archives.^' Finding historical clues to any one 
specific ordinary woman is a difficult and time consuming process. The lives of ‘great’ 
women are often documented in diaries, letters, and other written sources but immigrant 
women, who did not record their lives, are more difficult to l oca t e . Car o l e  Gerson notes 
that, “archives are not neutral sites of primary research materials but collections 
developed from specific social assumptions that dictate what documents are valuable, 
social assumptions that construct priorities that often exclude women’s documents.”^
The author admits that other problems with archives, such as what is considered valuable
”  The Archives have a policy of not photocopying original documentation 
^  Helen M. Buss, “Introduction,” in Working in Women’s Archives: Researching Women’s 
Private Literature and Archival Documents, ed. Helen M. Buss and Marlene Kadar (Waterloo: Wilfred 
Laurier Uiiiversity Press, 2001), 1.
Helen Buss, “Introduction,” in Working in Women's Archives, 1 ; and Ernestine Crossfield, “A 
Natural Adaptation”, 2.
^  Carole Gerson, “Locating Female Subjects in the Archives,” in Working in Women's Archives,
7.
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and who makes that decision, a lack of standardized and consistent inventories, a lack of 
materials on women, women’s unpublished materials located in men’s files, and 
decreasing financial support to correct these problems contribute to the difficulties of 
researching women’s lives/^ When trying to locate women in archives, Carole Gerson 
suggests along with interviewing surviving family members, researchers read the 
personal and professional records o f male relatives, community association records, local 
municipal and county institution records, and newspapers and magazines.^ Even in 
many of these places, however, there was little or no information.
In the Red Deer Archives I found examples of women’s lives recorded in men’s 
diaries and letters describing prairie farm life. These were mainly British and Scottish 
sources, representing a different cultural experience, although the physical survival tale 
was similar. The Glenbow Archives provided written and pictorial contextual material 
for the mining towns in which Madeline Izowsky lived. As there is no remaining site in 
Bankhead, Alberta, I was fortunate to discover wonderfol pictures of the old mining town 
to help me visualize the place. This prompted me to continue my journey through the 
Crowsnest Pass in order to experience the landscape of the mountainous mining areas/^
In July 2002, an opportunity to attend the Baltic International Summer School led 
me to travel to Latvia where I hoped to glean additional information on the Baltic region, 
a part o f Europe that is similar to Poland.^ Although this does not reflect Madeline’s 
experience, it does illustrate mine, and is a part o f the feminist biographical method in
Ibid., 7-11.95
^Ibid., 17.
^  A separate trip to Britannia Mines, near Squamish, B.C. offered perspective on that area of B C 
where John lived for a few years during the Depression. Madeline did not join him at this mine
^One of the Polish students, Bozena Gierek confirmed for me that the landscape of Valmiera, 
Latvia is similar to the Carpathian Mountain Forelands.
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reflecting how the experience affected me. This trip resulted in academic growth and 
personal self-discovery, which I explore in the Autobiographical Reflections of my 
thesis.
In my quest for a balanced project 1 maintained a feminist outlook and
interpretation, used a multi-method approach to data gathering, remained responsive to 
the individual differences of people I interviewed, and kept a reflexive attitude during the 
entire process. In telling Madeline Izowsky’s story, I have an opportunity to contribute to 
feminist discourse about the space that a white, non-Anglo-Celtic European immigrant 
woman occupied in northern Canada in the early twentieth century.^ I want my thesis to 
challenge the historical representation o f women in Prince George, a version that comes 
from a male perspective in a masculinist environment, by examining gender and other 
power relations.
In Chapter Two I discuss the historical context of my subject’s life in Poland, the 
move to Alberta, Canada, and the impact that this had on the young Madeline Mach. I 
briefly examine some of the factors that influenced the Mach family to leave Poland and 
settle in Round Hill, Alberta. This immigration was the beginning of many life course 
changes that contributed to the history of Madeline Izowsky and form the basis of this 
biography.
^  I use non-British and Anglo-Celtic interchangeably to distinguish European immigrant women.
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CHAPTER TWO- CHILDHOOD, 1885-1904
In order to discuss Madeline Izowsky’s immigrant experience it is necessary to 
provide some background regarding her culture and the journey she took to arrive in the
country of her father’s choice. Knowing where the Machs came from may illuminate 
some of the influences that contributed to their decision to move to Canada, the early life 
of my subject, and some of her early life course changes. These points are all 
intersections of her life that help to construct her history.
Madeline Mach, ' the second daughter of Franciezk (1856-1932) and Elizabeth 
(Bartnick, 1835-1954) Mach (Appendix D), was bom Julyl5, 1885  ^ in Galicia, an area of 
present day Poland. This region was partitioned to Austria in 1772, reducing Poland’s 
geographical size by a third and absorbing approximately one half of the population. ’ In 
1793 Russia occupied most of eastern Poland, and Prussia seized most of its western 
region. By 1795, what remained of Poland was again divided between Prussia, Austria, 
and Russia and Poland ceased to exist as a geographical entity until after the First World 
W ar/
The official papers of several family members indicate that the Mach family lived in 
and around a series of small villages at the ancient marketing and crossroads trading
‘ Madeline is variously referred to as Magdeline, Magda, Maggie, Madelina, Magdalene, and 
Magdalena throughout her life course. Although the original ships records list her as Magdelena, most of 
her life she used the spelling of Madeline and, therefore, this biography reflects this usage.
 ^There is some question as to the year of her birth. The ships records of 1898 show her to be 9 
years old, which makes her birth date 1891. On her marriage certificate of 1904 she claims to be 21, which 
places her birth date at 1883. On her citizenship papers she declares a birth date of 1885 and in a letter, 
Madeline to George, Diane, and family dated July 26, 1978, she states that she was 12 'A when she came to 
Canada. I have used this date as the most accurate as it is one that Madeline personally used and coincides 
with her citizenship papers and letter.
Galician Research, http://www.pgsa.org/galician.htm, retrieved February 2, 2002. “Galicia is 
the given name to that partition of Poland which was occupied by the Austro-Hungarian Empire between 
1772-1918," 1. Galicia encompasses both Poland and the Ukraine, which share an ethnolinguistic border 
and, therefore, I use Polish/Ukrainian interchangeably.
 ^Howard Palmer and James Frideres, The Search fo r  a New Homeland: Polish and German 
Speaking Canadians (Edmonton, Alberta; Reidmore Books, 1990), 32.
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centres of Jaroslaw and Przemysl, located at the foothills of the Western Carpathian 
Mountains (Appendix B )/ Their last place of residence was Radymno, which is 
approximately half way between Jaroslaw and Przemysl, communities within eighty- 
kilometres (forty-nine miles) of each other (Appendix C).^ The area of Galicia where 
Madeline Mach spent her early childhood is located in the Carpathian Forelands where 
the Vistula and San rivers cross a gently rolling countryside, which supported a thriving 
farming industry.
Madeline Mach’s parents were married in 1879 by which time poverty was 
widespread in Galicia. Medical services were scarce and road conditions poor, while 
agricultural systems were antiquated, wasteful, and uneconomical.’ Land reforms and the 
emancipation of the peasants in 1864 did little to improve the lot of the landless peasants, 
exacerbating the division between the rich and the poor. The primary reason for this 
disparity was the inefficiency of the emancipation reform, which did not consolidate 
scattered peasant farm strips. The small farms created under the reform system could not 
survive and, therefore, passed to more affluent peasant farmers.*
Although the government changed the land ownership systems to improve the 
peasants’ conditions, these changes did not alter their material reality. Galicia was 
economically so inferior to the rest of the Austro-Hungarian Empire that the “chances of
 ^Andrzej M Kobos, eà. Memoirs o f Father Anthony Sylla, OMl: Sketches on Early Polish 
Settlements and the Polish Roman Catholic Church o f Western Canada (Toronto, Ont. : Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate Assumption Province, 1997), 169. Father Anthony Sylla records the Machs coming 
“from a place not far from Laszki in Galicia, or Lesser Poland (Malopolska).”
 ^The village of Laszki and the town of Przeworsk are mentioned on birth certificates.
’ Glenn E. Curtis, ed., Poland: A Country Study (Washington, D C : Federal Research Division 
Library of Congress, 3'^ “’ ed., 1994), 71. For example, in 1821 in the Galician province of four million 
people, there were only 78 physicians.
 ^Ibid., 199.
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industrializing Galicia and creating large consumers’ market were s m a l l . Stanislaw 
Szczepanowski noted in Galician Misery’ that “of the lowest classes in Galicia ... fifty 
thousand people died annually o f starvation.""' The author used statistical data to show 
that the food consumption of a citizen of Galicia was one-half that of an average 
European, and that a Galician’s working capacity was one-fourth of his European 
counterpart. ' '
There were, therefore, many reasons for a segment of the population to want to 
emigrate from Galicia. It was a backward, agrarian country with very little available land 
for peasants. The area also had an under-capitalized industrial base resulting in a poor 
economy, and Galician peasants had lived with a fragile geopolitical situation for many 
decades. From a peasant’s perspective, these conditions were unlikely to change in the 
foreseeable future. Joe Mach, Madeline’s older brother, talked about life in Galicia 
and observed, “that there was no way to improve your life there, there was no land left.” '^  
Her youngest brother, Louie, recalled that their father’s flourmill was destroyed in a 
flood, perhaps adding to the motivation to move from Galicia to Canada. “They lived in 
a house down the road from a church, with a couple of acres for growing food. Dad at 
the time was a good blacksmith. Then he went into business renting a flour-mill and the 
water went too high and the mill broke. That was the big reason they came to Canada. 
The water broke up the mill’s equipment” '^ This suggests that Frank Mach recognized
 ^Ibid., 224.
Stanislaw Szczepanowski, “Galician Misery,” in Poland. 225.
"  Glenn Curtis, ed., Poland, 225.
'^Krystyna Lukasiewicz, “Family and Work; Polish Interwar Immigrant Women in Alberta”
(M. A. thesis, Ottawa: National Library of Canada, 1993), 15; and Franca lacovetta. The Writing o f English 
Canadian Immigrant History (Ottawa: The Canadian Historical Association, 1997), 5.
Louis Mach, compiled transcript of three interviews conducted by Marilyn Waingarten between 
1995-1997, unpublished, private collection, Albion, New York.
"hbid.
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the futility of remaining in Galicia and that he responded in a rational manner to the 
impending changes to his way of work and life.‘^  There is no evidence to indicate 
whether Elizabeth was involved in the decision to emigrate.
Family lore holds that a flipped coin chose between Africa and Canada as 
potential destinations for emigration. Africa was, however, an unlikely destination, while 
Canada was a viable choice because immigrants were actively sought to help develop the 
coimtry. The Laurier Governments concern about policies that would attract and keep 
immigrants meant that between1897-1899 Clifford Siffon, Minister of the Interior, began 
an ambitious promotion of Canada. For example the North Atlantic Trading Co. was 
paid $4.86 for each person over eighteen years old and $2.43 for younger recruits sent to 
Canada. More simple and flexible regulations under the Dominion Lands Act ( 1872) 
encouraged settlement of western Canada. Publication of pamphlets and literature in 
various languages also helped promote Canada as a destination for immigrants.'^
Differences in clothing, language, cultural practices, and work ethics generated a 
great deal of hostility against Galician immigrants.'^ In spite of this, between 1897-1899 
“Galicians consistently equalled or outnumbered the combined totals of British and 
American immigrants at Winnipeg."^ Despite Anglo agitation, the politically pragmatic 
Clifford Sifton was determined to populate western Canada with a productive agrarian
Franca lacovetta. The Writing o f English Cattada Immigrant History, booklet 22 (Ottawa: The 
Canadian Historical Association, 1997), 5.
Eugene Weber, A Modern History o f Europe (New York; W.W. Norton and Co. Inc., 1971),
854.
Henry Radecki with Bendykt Heydenkom, A Member o f a Distinguished Family: The Polish 
Group in Canada (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1976), 26; and in Kenneth McNaught, The History o f 
Canada (New York and Washington: Praeger Publishers, 1970), 193. McNaught also suggests that 
Sifton’s immigration policy subsidized ocean passages and colonist cars to Ontario and the prairies, 193,
'* D. J. Hall, Clifford Sifton: Vol. 1, The Young Napoleon -  1861-1900 (Vancouver and London: 
(7BC A-ess. YPgy;. 254.
Alison Prentice, and others, “Continuity and Change in Women’s Work,” in Canadian Women:
A History (Toronto: Harcourt Brace, 1996), 120.
^  D J Half 262
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population."' Immigrants from Galicia were ideal for this goal and Sifton is often quoted 
as saying “I think a stalwart peasant in a sheep-skin coat, bom to the soil, whose 
forefathers have been farmers for ten generations, with a stout wife and a half-dozen 
children is good quality.”"
By 1895 there were 4,000 people of Polish decent in Canada and during the! 896 
to 1914 period a further 16,000 Poles moved to Canada, settling primarily in the 
Northwest Territory (now the Prairie Provinces).^^ The g o v e r n m e n t  did not encourage 
block settlement, but it happened nevertheless for reasons of familiarity o f language, 
custom, lifestyle, behaviour, and a t t i tudes . The  Mach family were part of this trend and 
contributed the first link in a chain of migration that would eventually settle whole 
villages from Galicia into communities in and around Round Hill, Alberta."" The 
parkland prairie surrounding Round Hill was similar to that of Galicia with its rolling 
hills, fertile land, and some trees, which were used for house construction. The country 
was sparsely settled by white immigrants and compared to a crowded and overpopulated 
Galicia, its broad vistas and open sky may have been overwhelming to the new settlers. 
The prairie climate was harsher than that of their homeland, colder in the winter and
Ibid., 263
The Canadian Illustrated Library, The Pioneers -  An Illustrated History o f Early Settlement in 
Canada (Toronto; McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1973; revised edition. The Canadian Publishers), 96; and 
Lindalee Tracey, A Scattering o f Seeds (Toronto: McArthur & Co., 1999), xiiii. The racist, sexist, and 
colonialist overtones of this comment are typical of the times.
^  Palmer and Frideres, New Homeland, 25.
Henry Radecki, Distinguished Family, 29.
Ibid., footnote 27, 38. Writers dealing with the subject [of Polish immigration] accepted the 
position that it was only in rare instances (Kashubs, the Berlin group) that more than one family left 
simultaneously from the same village and settled in close proximity. However, two sociologists, William 
Thomas and Florian Znaniecki published The Polish Peasant in Europe and America documenting several 
volumes of correspondence between Polish emigrants and their families, friends, and neighbours 
encouraging them to emigrate to Canada. In Joanna Matejko’s Polish Settlers in Alberta and Benedykt 
Heydenkom’s Memoirs o f Polish Immigrants in Canada compiled immigrant stories indicate that one 
family could influence several families ffom their acquaintance to move to Canada. All of these sources 
support the idea of chain migration.
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warmer in the summer. There was less rainfall, and therefore a less reliable source of 
water and for people who were accustomed to a lusher environment, the differences were 
significant.
Under the patriarchal system, work in Poland was usually gendered and divided 
between women's work and men's work. In the wealthier families, the women could
remain in the home, whereas in the poorer families the women worked outside o f their 
homes as servants or farm labourers on large estates. Male members controlled the 
family income, but when men began to emigrate from Poland, the women were in charge 
of the household, fostering an independence that they may not have gained otherwise. 
This independence allowed them to support their families until they were able to follow 
their husbands in relocating their families. It also demonstrated to their children, 
particularly daughters, that women had agency.
Prospective emigrants obtained passports or exit visas from local authorities 
represented by the occupying countries of Russia, Prussia or Austria, and so the ship’s 
records indicate that Madeline Mach’s family came from Austria. On arrival to Canada, 
immigration officials were unaware of, or unconcerned with, ethnic distinction and 
political divisions. Since most immigrants were not fluent in English, they could not 
correct any errors and this affected statistics gathered in citizenship censuses. 
Substantiating immigrant numbers during this time period is problematic as ethnic 
diversity is hidden in municipal and parish records, shipping company lists, and 
government archives.'^ Madeline Izowsky always referred to herself as Polish.
Howard Palmer and James Frideres, JVew Homeland, 32.26
Henry Radecki, Distinguished Family, 3. 
Ibid., 19.
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It is often difficult to document the arrival of the early pioneers from places other 
than the British Isles. Problems arose when some migrants used other people’s names and 
locations. Most pioneers are deceased, as are many of their children. Family histories, 
myths, and legends, which have been passed down through the generations, may not 
accurately reflect historical circumstances. Official records are hard to decipher because 
o f handwriting and incorrect spelling. Together with the content of immigrant stories and 
how these stories are told, historical contradictions are perpetuated in immigration 
literature.’  ^ All of the foregoing may result in inaccurate records.
British settlers were the preferred immigrants in Canada. Although Polish settlers
encountered prejudice along with hardships the Canadian Government and Clifford
Sifton considered the Poles desirable pioneers because of their agrarian background and
willingness to participate in the hard manual labour of farming. In late 1898,
immigration inspector C.W. Speers reported, regarding the initial thirty Polish families in
his northeast of Edmonton district, that
progress has been very great and the condition of things is very 
satisfactory. They are making remarkable progress. These thirty Galician 
families there are as good as could be desired in any country. There is 
evidence of universal prosperity in this district. These Galicians are a 
superior lot. The ill feeling in the district by some towards this group is 
slowly but surely dissipating motivated by their prosperity as well as other 
redeeming qualities.
Memoirs of adult Polish/Ukrainian immigrants contain common themes o f loss 
and dislocation. Often their youth and childhood memories, including those of the 
childhood home, were left behind as families were separated and family ties were
^  Alexander Royick, Ukrainian Settlements in Alberta (Canadian Slavonic Papers, reprinted from 
volume X, No. 3, 1968), 280.
Vladimir J. Kaye, Early Ukrainian Settlements in Canada 1895-1900 (The Ukrainian Canadian 
Research Foundation: University of Toronto Press, 1964), 349-358.
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broken/' The need to learn English, and the potential subsequent loss of their own
language was another common concern of early immigrants. They had a strong desire to 
maintain their culture and ethnicity. Immigrants clung to familiar sources to help 
mitigate the depression and anxiety of the loss of their homeland. As one of them stated 
"It's very difficult to change one's lifestyle and one's attachments to people, in just a 
matter of weeks. Another noted, "One never stops being a Pole."^^
The immigration process was, however, not all bad. In most instances people 
gained freedom and had less government interference in their lives. There was an 
abundance of goods not available in the ‘old country,’ although few could afford many 
luxunes.^'* In spite of the mental and physical cost of emigration, the most common 
theme was to obtain a better life. The accumulation of land in the form of large 
homesteads and the desire for a better education for their children represented an 
improved life.^  ^ Francziek and his son Joseph ( 1882-?) left Radymno, Galicia, for 
Hamburg, Germany, where they departed on October 28, 1897 aboard the S.S. Ambria, 
Hamburg-Amerika Line. They travelled steerage (Zwischendeck) to Montreal, Canada.^ 
Six months later, on April 24,1898 Elizabeth boarded the S. S. Bulgaria in Hamburg 
with Sophie (1880-1946), Magdalene (Madeline, 1885-1979), Vincent (1888-1983), John
Aleksandra Ziotkowska, “Colour Photographs,” in Dreams and Reality: Polish Canadian 
Identities, translated by Wojtek Stelmaszynski (Toronto: The Adam Mickiewicz Foundation in Canada, 
1984), 182-203.
Aleksandra Ziolkowska, “For the First Time He Kissed Both My Hands,”, in Dreams, 220-221. 
Aleksandra Ziolkowska, “Emigration: A Pilgrimage to Truth,” in Dreams, 166-167.
^  Aleksandra Ziolkowska, “Colour Photographs,” in Dreams, 202 
Aleksandra Ziolkowska, “For the First Time He Kissed Both My Hands ...,” in Dreams, 220-
221 .
^  Hamburg.de -  Link to Your Roots, https: //linktoyourroots.hamburg.de/1 tyr/Auswahlliste/en/ 
l,3813„00.html, retrieved February 18, 2002; and Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Collection, 
film #0889438, Ships Roster, Particulars Relative to the Vessel S. S. Ambria. October 28, 1897,
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( 1893-1958), and Frank ( 1895-?), crossing the Atlantic to Halifax, Nova Scotia.”  It took 
a great deal of courage for forty-five year-old Elizabeth to undertake the journey with 
such small children and no knowledge of English. Although Sophie and Madeline were 
old enough to assist with the journey, it must have presented a daunting task.
The average cost of steerage, the least expensive form of transportation used by 
most immigrants, was $38.00 from a German port to Quebec City.^^ By all accounts the 
crossing was dangerous and imcomfortable. Bunks were stacked five high with 
passengers sleeping and often staying in the bunk because of sea-sickness until the 
voyage was over.”  Privacy was non-existent and everyone slept in the clothes they wore. 
To save money, parents often lowered yoimg children’s ages so that they travelled at a 
reduced rate. Children under the age of twelve could travel ‘two for the price of one,’ if 
they shared a bunk and the meal that was allocated to the passage ticket. Otherwise, the 
passengers were expected to supply their own food.
Overcrowded steamships, with poor food and little on-board health care, resulted 
in many immigrants disembarking in Halifax suffering from lice, smallpox, and other 
contagious diseases.'*’ D. J. Hall reports that in 1898 the Galicians were quarantined 
under deplorable conditions upon their arrival in Halifax. While the immigrants’ clothes 
were disinfected in steam chests, the people were bathed and disinfected in water ditches 
along the railway tracks. This humiliating process was accomplished in groups of one 
hundred people at a time. Before they endured this cleaning procedure, and in order to
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Collection, film #0889437, Ships Roster,
Particulars Relative to the Vessel S. S. Bulgaria, Schedule A April 11, 1898. See footnote one for an 
explanation of the spelling of Madeline’s name.
Henry Radecki with Benedykt Heydenkom, Distinguished Family, 40.
^^Mary Krezanowski, “Hardships,” in Round Hill and District, 96.
^  Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 526. This may account for the 
declared younger age for Magdelena on the ships register.
D J. Hall, 264.
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avoid people dying o f exposure, agents at Halifax often sent untreated Galicians to 
Winnipeg/' In spite of these conditions, Madeline and her family survived the trip.
Francizek and Joseph Mach, similar to numerous of early Polish pioneers “arrived 
by train either at Wetaskwin or Strathcona [in what is now Alberta, Appendix E]... 
[bringing] from the old land whatever they could transport: scythes, sickles, knives, axes, 
hatchets, all kinds of carpenter tools and kitchen utensils. Holy pictures, featherbeds, 
pillows, etc. but above all, they brought with them a deep faith, a strong attachment to the 
Catholic religion and their Polish t r a d i t i o n s . In addition, Francizek Mach brought his 
old-fashioned blacksmith bellows.^^
In Galicia, Madeline Mach’s father was a hand worker or a member of the lower 
bourgeoisie, which included occupations such as blacksmith, carpenter, gardener, and 
mi l l e r . Lou i s  Mach later recollected that their father was “ ... all right... very 
able... excellent blacksmith... darned good carpenter... talent for visualizing...never 
needed plans or blueprints... could fix anything... could work leather and make shoes... 
but he could be gruff... gruff and crabby.’’^  On his application for homesteads,
Francziek names himself as a blacksmith and f a r m e r . T h e  family was fortunate, indeed, 
that he had these skills, which helped provide a living in Canada. It is not known what 
Elizabeth’s occupation was, other than homemaker, as women were not required to
Ibid., 265
Andrzej Kobos, ed., Sylla, 168.
** Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
William I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America, Vol. 1. 
(New York: Alfren A. Knopf, 1927), 587.
^  Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
Provincial Archives of Alberta, file #855628,film #2761, Application for a Homestead Entry 
dated December 30, 1902, covering SE 1/4 section #28 of #48 Township in 19 Range, West of the 4’*' 
Meridian.
39
complete documentation in the same manner as men as they rarely owned land or took up 
homesteads in their own names.
While it is not known for certain how the family travelled from Halifax to Round 
Hill, most immigrants made their way by train/** Round Hill and District -  Salute the 
Pioneers describes Francziek and Joseph’s possible journey by
settler’s car [which] was a unique structure -  a boxcar in which layers o f
rough lumber were laid across the bottom. At one end horses could be 
tied; at the other, cows, pigs, sheep or crates of chickens were packed in. 
Machinery and furniture would be in the centre and above this a crude 
berth with straw and horse blankets for the farmer and a son or two to 
sleep. Above the cows was a loft for hay and grain to feed the livestock.'*^
Elizabeth and the children also travelled by train where the
mother and small children rode in a colonist car with slatted seats, which 
could be put together at night to make a bed. The bedding was blankets 
and quilts which the settlers carried with them. There was no need for 
privacy as shoes were the only apparel removed. Upper berths could be 
pulled down for extra beds and the young boys had fun there. At one end 
of the car was a stove on which simple cooking could be done and tea 
made. Food came from a well-stocked basket brought by the pioneer.
The passengers were not permitted to leave the train before their ticketed 
destination and railway inspectors enforced this ru le /'
Once in Edmonton, immigrants spent yet another two weeks in the immigration 
s h e d s . S o o n  after, Francziek and Elizabeth Mach moved their family to a homestead at 
Bittern Lake^^ where their first home was a shack constructed of bush. It is no wonder
It is very possible that Frank and Joseph passed through “Winnipeg’s barren and drafty 
immigration sheds” as suggested by Kenneth McNaught, 193. They arrived in November and it is unlikely 
that Frank would have journeyed to the prairies in the winter. This suggests that he applied ‘sight unseen’ 
for his first Homestead.
Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 11.
^ Ib id ., 11.
Henry Radecki with Benedykt Heydenkom, Distinguished Family, 29.
Mary Krezanowski, “Hardships,” in Round Hill, 96.
Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 476; and Provincial Archives of 
Alberta, file #855628, film #2761, Affidavit in Support of A Claim for a Homestead Entry by a person who
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that Elizabeth Mach spent her first year in Canada crying for her homeland.^ Feelings of 
isolation and loneliness were common for early pioneers, particularly the women settlers. 
Elizabeth's family support network was disrupted by the move as she left two brothers 
behind in Galicia,^^ she had no other relations in Canada, and had no money to go 
home'.^ Additionally, Elizabeth Mach gave birth to a daughter, Maria, on January 17, 
1900 who subsequently died January 31, 1900. This first Canadian bom child p-obably 
carried many hopes and expectations for the family’s settlement in Canada. It is within 
feminist biography and feminist historiography that is possible to illuminate women's 
perspective of pioneering in Canada and recognize that the male construction of an 
adventuresome journey does not reflect women’s reality.
In 1898 the first homestead at Bittern Lake was forfeited (Appendix F).^  ^ While 
the homestead documents do not indicate the reason for this forfeiture, the most common 
reasons were lack of available water or grounds strewn with too many rocks for viable 
farming. Farms were often claimed sight unseen or at the recommendation of an agent 
who directed the immigrants to less desirable areas once the best land was taken.
The land first occupied by the Mach family originally belonged to the Cree, and 
aboriginal people continued to roam the country providing a common sight to the new
has previously obtained and has forfeited his Homestead Entry, but is permitted by the Minister of the 
Interior to obtain another Homestead, dated December 39, 1902. This affidavit lists a legal description of 
SE Vi of Section 14, Township 50, Range 23, West of the 4* Meridian, which was applied for “on or about 
25* day of January 1898 and subsequently forfeited.”
Diane Van Doren, interview by the author, August 22, 2001, Three Hills, Alberta, tape 
recording, private collection. Prince George. This is a granddaughter of Madeline Izowsky 
Louis Mach, compiled interview.
** Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 172.
Provincial Archives of Alberta, see footnote 66. If in fact Frank applied, sight unseen, for this 
Homestead in November, 1897, he may not have been aware of water shortages or poor farming land 
strewn with rocks, which may have contributed to the forfeiture.
Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 11.
Henry Radecki with Benedykt Heydenkom, Distinguished Family, 29.
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1. Bill Banack’s farm. Round Hill, Alberta. August 2001.
View south to Camrose, east to Saskatchewan, west to Wetaskwin. Original 
pioneer wagon trails cut through the landscape from left to right, and 
toward the foreground in these pictures.
I # # #
Bill Banack's farm. Forty acres that have never been put under the 
plough due to the many surface stones on the land. This has resulted 
in the original prairie grasses, rocks, and wagon trails surviving. 
August 2001. View north to Edmonton.
Zy /Ag az//Aor.
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immigrants. Nigel Lawrence offers a colourful, though stereotypical, description of the 
natives who,
roamed the country at will and it was a common site to see them garbed in 
blankets and moccasins, the Bucks with long plaited hair, the Head-man 
probably wearing a big black hat with an eagle feather. Squaws [sic] and 
children huddled beside long tent poles in the back of their wagons, 
cayuse ponies and mongrel dogs following.^
While Nigel Lawrence recounts the native population “roaming at will” this may
not have reflected their reality. It should be noted that this roaming was circumscribed by
homestead boundaries imposed by government partitioning of land that indigenous
groups occupied prior to colonization. From a European and British immigrant
perspective settlement was less problematic once treaties, property boundaries, and
reserves were established, but this was done at the expense of the native population.^'
In 1901, the family moved back to the small three-house settlement of Edmonton,
Wiere a house rented for $2 a m o n t h . T h e y  did not remain long, as Francziek Mach
filed for a new homestead at Round Hill in December 30, 1902.^^
In the spring of 1901 a few Polish families arrived in Strathcona and 
proceeded to Sandy Lake in search of land. As they did not find there, 
anything to satisfy them they continued to travel east of Dinant and settled 
there... These are the names of the first Polish settlers in the district: 
Gregory Rakowski, Michael Budyfjski, Joseph Budyfjski, Paul Stemastek, 
Frank Mach, and John Luczsyn [Lutczysyn].^
^  Red Deer Archives manuscript #MG520-3 R, Nigel Lawrence, “From Buffalo Trails to 
Blacktop,” unpublished, N.D., 20, This manuscript is comprised of reminiscences of his mother as told by 
Lawrence and how he remembers them. Her name is not mentioned! A cayuse pony is any horse bred by 
aboriginals. Louis Mach also talks about the aboriginal people but notes that they had started assimilation 
to a British form of dress.
Olive Patricia Dickason, Canada's First Nations: A History o f Founding Peoples from Earliest 
Times (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, Inc., 1992), 273-289.
Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 169.
Provincial Archives of Alberta, file #855628, film #276,1 Application, SE V* section 28 of 48 
Township in 19 Range, West of the 4* Meridian.
^  Andrzej M. Kobos, ed , Father Sylla, 166 Italics mine.
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2. Round Hill landmark, Alberta. August 2001.
Round Hill derives its name &om this small rise in the landscape. The 
physical features o f the parkland geography of the Round Hill area 
contained good water, adequate wood supplies, and animal forage, 
although the willow growth was difficult to clear. 
fAorogrqp/z f/ze auT/zor.
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The physical features o f the parkland geography o f the Round Hill area contained
good water, adequate wood supplies, and animal forage, although the willow growth was 
difficult to clear. Fish, small animals, and berries were available for human 
consumption.^^ Further south, on the Teal’ prairie, the land was flatter, drier, and there 
was less wood for house construction.
Louis Mach recalled that his “father first broke the land with a team of horses and 
a hand plough.”^  He does, however, not make note of the work that Elizabeth 
contributed to their homestead development, and it is in this absence that women’s 
history is distorted or lost. Although the work was difficult, this endeavour was more 
successful than the first one at Bittern Lake and over the next four years the Machs 
gradually cultivated eighteen acres o f crops and built a log house, along with a stable, 
pigpens and a granary.^’ A reliable source of water was critical for success on a prairie 
farm and their well supplied the necessary water for the household use and also for the 
horses, cattle, and pigs they had acquired.
Winter work was difficult on the farm as “because of all the darned cold and 
snow.” Louis Mach recalled “We had to cut big blocks o f ice to keep the milk cool all 
summer. We’d drag those god-darned things with the sleigh through heavy snow, the 
horses would strain so to get through the drifts.”^  Children were involved in the daily 
regime of the farm as no outside help was available, and because most pioneers could not
Bruce E. Batchelor, “The Agrarian Frontier,” 9.
^  Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
®^Provinciai Archives of Alberta, file #855628, film #2761, Statement of Frank Mack in Support 
of his Application for Homestead Patent for SE V* section of 28, Township 48, Range 19, of 4 Meridian, 
dated October 19, 1904. See Appendix G.
^  Louis Mach, compiled transcript. Emphasis mine. This is strong language in the context of 
‘polite conversation’ of an interview.
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afford the cost of hired help. '^  ^ This promoted self-reliance and industry. Chores 
included hauling water, wood chopping, and at harvest time, replacing straw ticking in 
bedding with “new, sweet smelling hay," called “prairie wool."^”
In 1903, Cyril Genik, a Ukrainian interpreter for the immigration service reported 
that the Galicians in his district had developed "a satisfactory economic position."^' 
Farms were under cultivation and in spite o f crop destruction by gophers the people had 
cattle, horses, poultry, and the necessary farm implements to work their land.^' Other 
obstacles to successful farming were the prairie fires that swept across the land, 
hailstorms with large chunks of ice, and swarms of grasshoppers.^^ In spite o f these 
hardships, by 1904 Francizek Mach was in a position to provide his sons with two horses 
each as they moved off the family homestead to their own acreage '^* but there is no 
indication that his daughters received equal tre a tm e n t.I t  is possible that this was not 
anticipated, as any man that Madeline would marry may have been expected to have his 
own livestock as an indication that he could afford to support a wife and family. Clearly 
the Mach homestead was a thriving enterprise and on June 30, 1905 Francizek Mach 
received clear title to the land having cultivated the required acreage and raised sufficient 
cattle (Appendix G).^^
R. Nigel Lawrence, “Buffalo Trails,” 23.69
^  Ibid , 25.
Alexander Royick, Ukrainian Settlements, 282.
Ibid., 282; and Alberta Archives #85.448, box #1, James Bond Steel, “Diary,” Vol. 1-12, Vol. 3 
85.448/3, unpublished, N.D., no page. James Steel kept a “gopher kill record” in the back of each diary. 
Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
Repayment in 1899 of a relief loan of $600 improved the family financial situation.
Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
Provincial Archives of Alberta, file #855628, film #2761, Letter from The Department of the 
Interior and signed by Perley G. Keyes confirming Certificate of Free Title to section 28 as of June 6, 1905. 
Dated June 30, 1905. There is no indication on any of the documents that Elizabeth was entitled to any 
ownership of the homestead.
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Francizek Mach was a flour miller in Galicia and in Round Hill he built himself a
mill, which became a source of cash for the family. This added income allowed them to
buy a supply of otherwise unattainable goods such as sugar, salt, and coffee.’’ He
subsequently sold his farm and bought four acres close to Lake Demay and the village of
Pretty Hill. Jointly with his son, Joseph, and a Ukrainian neighbour, Mr. Janicki,
Francizek bought a second hand flourmill and steam engine, from which they could
properly mill flour, separated from the bran. This attracted farmers from the surrounding
area and provided a living.’^
Families relied on the land to provide food, as the nearest settlement o f
Wetaskiwin was sixty kilometres (thirty-seven miles) away.’  ^ Rabbits, grouse, ducks,
and prairie chickens were caught, killed and skinned by the men and then salted and
pickled by the women. ^  Rosehaws were gathered in the summer months to be used
during the winter as a dietary supplement.*' Roaming over the prairies, Madeline Mach
would have seen bluebells, pink wild rose, and orange tiger lilies.*’ Like others, she
gathered wild raspberries, saskatoons, and strawberries in season, which they canned for
winter use.*’ In a settler society women were valued for keeping things running
smoothly and were “essential” to a well-run farm.*'* Louis Mach recalls that
... the women also made jams, butter, and preserves o f all kinds from 
them. Soap too... There were outcroppings of coal discovered on nearby
’’’’ Andrzej Kobos, ed., Sylla, 169.
^  Ibid., 170.
Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 23.
Andrzej Kobos, ed., Sylla, 169.
R. Nigel Lawrence, “Buffalo Trails,” 20. The haw is the red berry of the group of shrubs or 
trees of the hawthorn group. Rose hips, the fruit of the rose were also a popular source of vitamins.
Mrs. W. Gilmore, “Diary-1911-1916,” AA #91.437, unpublished, n.d ,” 18.
^  Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 23.
^  R Nigel Lawrence, “Buffalo Trails,” 73; and Alison Prentice and others, “Continuity and 
Change in Women’s Work,” in Canadian Women, 123; and Margaret Nahimiak, interview with the author 
August 23, 2001, Round Hill, Alberta, untaped.
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lands that could be traded for ground flour. You did a lot of bartering 
back then... You could go to the grocery store with some flour or butter 
or eggs or cream or flour and get some coffee or sugar or m ea t... At 
Christmas ... the women would make perogies, wheat puddings, breads, 
all kinds of pastries ... and homemade drinks, a little schnapps or some 
homemade liquor.*^
Pioneer life consisted of hard work although they had dances, skating, and skiing
to offset the rigorous lifestyle. Louis and Madeline Mach recalled sleigh rides in the
family cutter. She described the fun they had during the early years.
Oh, well we lived on the farm, and we would farm and we had lots o f  nice 
fruit. You know... went to dances ... We used to come m and take the 
accordion in. We had sleigh riding ... and gather up with the neighbours 
together and have lovely party when 1 was young. We had lots o f fun, we 
use to ski and skate and things like that. We learned to skate outside on 
our own and ski and snow rides and sleigh rides, in those days took the 
horses and sleighs and we just went miles and we had a good time.^^
Louis Mach remembered
We had a closed-in cutter for winter travel, for protection from the cold. It
was quite fancy- he had the skills to do the carpentry, the metal work, and 
the leatherwork. It was quite handsome, actually. He would cram all of
us who could fit inside the closed cab while he sat up in the cold and 
snow, driving the team. We would see these huge sprays of snow cover 
our windows, it was the snow the horses were throwing from cutting 
through the big drifts and Dad would look like a snowman!... People 
thought nothing of walking five miles in 20 degree below zero weather to 
get to a dance. It was your only chance to have some fun, get to see 
someone you might have an eye for. Somebody’s bam would be swept 
and they’d line it with hay for sitting and for the children to sleep on while 
the grownups were dancing. There might be a couple of violins and an 
accordion.^
Louis Mach, compiled transcripts.
Madeline Izowsky, pioneer tapes Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced hy The Prince 
George Public Library History Committee, N.D., cassette 5-B, 131-132, November 21, 197]. I have not 
altered the grammar in order that Magdalena’s voice may be heard. Any further quotes in italics may be 
attributed to Madeline Izowsky from this source.
^  Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
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I3. St Stanislaus Church, Round Hdl. August 2001. 
Francizek Mach was the architect and foreman o f what 
is now the oldest existitm Polish Church in Alberta. 
Consecrated June 1905.
PAorogrcyA Zy /Ae au/Aor.
88 Andrzq M. Kobos, 171-172; and footnote 17, 188
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4. The pump at St. Stanislaus Church. Round Hill. August 2001. 
“The rectory was sold in 1959 and moved to a farm, its only 
remnant being a well-pump near St Stanislaus Church."^
Andrzej M Kobos, Sylla, footnote 21, 188.
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At night the surroundings were “pitch black” as there was no electricity. “Of 
course a prairie sky isn’t like any other, it’s so vast and when it was full of stars it was 
truly breathtaking, you felt like you were close to heaven.”^  While outside, watching 
Hailey’s Comet streak oveihead in 1910, the family heard the coyotes and wolves 
howling all the time.^'
A neighbouring farm was a central location for many events. During one to two 
weeks each summer, several children attended catechism lessons at this location. This 
provided Madeline Mach with opportunities to interact with children her own age. She 
often told the story o f a sister who was very sick and died. However, it is more likely that 
it was her friend Mary Banack, daughter of Mary and Stanley Banack, who was very ill 
for several days and eventually died of appendicitis in 1902.^' The people o f Round Hill, 
however, had better medical facilities than they had had in Galicia. Louis Mach claims 
there were always two or three doctors available, and they would use rental sleighs to 
make calls to the patient’s houses. These trips were dangerous and Madeline’s brother, 
John, had to shoot timber wolves that followed his sleigh to keep the horses from bolting 
through the snow.^^
Religion played an important part in the lives o f Polish pioneers as may be seen 
from the efforts of the community to obtain the services o f a resident priest, attend 
services in various neighbouring houses until a church was built, and finally ensuring that
^Ibid.
MWO Museum Exhibit: Hailey’s Comet, http://www.mtwilson.edu/Tour/Museum/Exhibit 
H/m halley.html, retrieved December 4, 2002.
^  Round Hill and District History Book Committee, Round Hill, 170.
”  Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
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5. The author with Lake Demay in the background. Round Hill, Alberta. 
August 2001.
St. Stanislaus Church overlooked Lake Demay in the distance, but in 
time ^%e water on die prairies receded and what may have been called a 
lake is now rmly a slough or it is dried out."^ 
f g ; / /  jBawzct
94 Andrzej M. Kobos, Sylla, 173.
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a bell completed the church/^ While Madeline Mach lived at home in Rotmd Hill,
construction of the church began in 1904 with her father as the architect and foreman. 
Everyone was expected to contribute what they could and although the "people were 
poor, ... they had good will."^ The church overlooked Lake Demay in the distance but in 
time "the water on the prairies receded and what may have been called a lake is now only 
a slough or it is dried out.”^^
Due in a large part to the church and priests, the Polish language and Polish 
traditions remained important to the immigrants. The clergy insisted on Polish being 
spoken at home, during church services, and for hymn singing. Although the 
immigrants used their own language, others in the surrounding area also "began to 
understand the Ukrainian language, being exposed to it rather frequently."^ However, at 
some point most immigrants learned to speak English indicating the cross-cultural nature 
of the immigrant position. Madeline Mach’s parents were literate and Louis confirms 
that Francizek had a good religious education, and liked to read and study. Elizabeth also 
did a certain amount of reading, was a good self-taught cook, and a good swimmer.'^ 
They both worked at retaining their Polish language and traditions and passing this 
culture to their children. Ukrainian women, too, were charged with the responsibility of 
ensuring the survival of the language and maintaining a culturally separate home as 
centre within a mainstream Anglo society, which provided women, from their 
perspective, with power and influence. For the first generation immigrants, retention
Andrzej Kobos, ed., Sylla, 173.
^  Ibid, 172.
163.
^Ibid., 181.
^  Florence Voegtlin, “Round Hill Milk Route,” in Round Hill, 104.
Louis Mach, compiled transcript.
Alison Prentice, and others, “Women’s Spheres,” in Canadian Women, 156 & 162.
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of Polish/Ukrainian identity was a more likely possibility than for later generations.'^' 
The children of immigrant families appear to have managed the move from their 
homeland with less sense of dislocation than their parents, and in particular their 
mother's. In Madeline Mach's case, she was living with her fiamily in a community that 
was predominately Galician, allowing her to maintain her cultural identity.
Although many women and children did not survive or thrive in the settler
experience, Madeline Mach did, as did her mother, and in many ways the experience was
an adventure similar to the one that Jane Aberson, a Dutch immigrant, recounts:
What others might consider as a hardship we often saw as a big adventure, 
some tall tales to write home about. I will not say that we did not have 
difficult times, but the contrast and the adventure of life on the prairies 
made it an experience we would not like to have missed. We learned to 
love Canada and its people and have never been sorry we make the 
move.‘“
Madeline Mach’s emigration to Canada was a result of her father’s patriarchal 
decision to provide a better life for his family, and was a life course change over which 
she had no control or agency. Her early life as a child is visible through several sources. 
It is possible to trace her journey from Poland through her family connection, which is 
recorded on the ship’s records. A glimpse o f her life on the farm may be obtained from 
the government documents that her father was required to complete regarding his 
homestead. Fortunately, her brother was able to record some of his memories, which 
offer insight into the physical landscape of Madeline’s experience at that time. Cindi
Cole Harris, “Immigrant Society,” in Resettlement o f British Columbia: Essays on Colonialism 
and Geographical Change (Vancouver: UBC Press, 1997), 264.
Lindalee Tracey, A Scattering o f Seeds, 261.
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Katz and Janice Monk suggest that it is useful for feminist biography to ‘read between 
the lines’ of women’s male relatives and other social relations. Finding women in this 
manner, however, reinforces Joan Kelly’s notion of women’s historical non-presence.
The material reality of Madeline’s life is perceivable from her brother’s 
memories. His words certainly remind us that Madeline’s experience does not fit the 
stereotypical upper/middle class British woman’s pioneer experience. This highlights the 
importance of using Joan Kelly’s different "vantage point ” which has the possibilities to 
push historical boundaries when viewing the reality of an immigrant experience.
Surviving the arduous ocean voyage, the landing in Halifax, and the journey to 
Edmonton started the forging of a strong spirit. Madeline Mach experienced physical 
landscape changes that contributed to her ability to accept change and adapt to new 
circumstances. Life on the farm instilled self sufficiency and perseverance. The initial 
changes to her cultural identity were limited and, therefore, she was able to maintain a 
sense of her Polishness while in Round Hill. Recording her mother’s response to the 
move is also important in documenting one woman’s experience of immigration. The 
masculine version of adventure and excitement is offset by this woman’s reality of 
dislocation. On the other hand, it is possible to see that children fared better in this 
cultural and physical transition. In this telling of one immigrant experience there is a 
thirdspace between the theory and the groimded experience used to describe the reality of 
the homeland left behind, and the new homeland to absorb, that creates a different 
historical perspective.
Did Elizabeth Mach serve as a role model of self-reliance? If so, she provided the 
backgroimd for her daughter to willingly live in various locations in her coming years. In
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Chapter three I continue Madeline Mach’s story as she grew from childhood to 
womanhood. The following years produced many life course changes for her as she 
accepted the responsibilities of wife, mother, and businesswoman and illustrate the 
complexities of her life.
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CHAPTER THREE -MINING TOWNS OF ALBERTA AND 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1904-1914
Madeline Mach was raised in Poland in a cultural space that was disrupted by the 
move to Canada From 1897 to 1904 she lived in the gradually changing Polish 
community of Round Hill, which according to Cole Harris, like other immigrant 
communities could not completely recreate a Polish European culture. ' By 1904, 
Madeline Mach had moved from childhood to young womanhood within this changed 
cultural context. As a young woman o f this era she had limited career options and for the 
uneducated Madeline Mach the choices were wife and mother, or spinster.'
Remaining a spinster was unlikely as Madeline Mach was an attractive, 
"flirtatious" woman. ^  Although she already had a boyfriend in Round Hill, a miner from 
Banff, Alberta, caught her eye at one of the many dances held by the Polish community."* 
Jan Izewske (1876-1952) was a handsome man who was bom and raised in the south-east 
portion of Galicia, what is now known as the Ukraine. At the time, this region was part 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and was subject to political, cultural, and economic 
unrests.^ Although loyal to his Ukrainian identity and nationality, the desperate 
conditions in Galicia prompted him to leave his native land. Jan’s nephew, Nestor, 
indicates that he had an elementary education and could speak, read, and write Ukrainian 
and Polish and corresponded with
' Cole Harris, Resettlement, 267.
 ^Loma Townsend, “When a Woman was Only a Woman,” in E-X-P-A -N-D-J-N-G Boundaries,
17; and Veronica Strong-Boag, The New Day Recalled: Lives o f Girls and Women in English Canada, 
1919-1939 (Markham: Penguin Books, 1988), 13.
 ^Diane Van Doren, interview.
Ibid. Community dances were a common meeting ground for young people.
 ^John had a brother Fedor (1870-1911) and sister Magdalina ( 1872-1944). We know little of 
John’s history prior to his marriage. I could not find a record of his crossing from Europe to Canada or the 
United States. He did not keep a diary or journal
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6. Madeline (Mach) Izowsky. c. 1904.
Madeline Izowsky was married November 14, 1904 at her 
parent's home in Round Hill, Alberta.
A&zcAgnzz g.
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his family in Galicia/’ Unfortunately, Jan’s sister destroyed letters that he had written to 
his brother and so details of his life in Canada are lost through that source. This 
represents one significant unfilled space in the lace w oit o f this biography.^ In feminist 
biography, lack of data is as important as empirical data, and continues to form a part or 
the pattern. The empirical data tells us that on November 21, 1904 Madeline Mach 
married Jan Izewske at her parent’s home in Round Hill. Arranged marriages in Poland 
were not uncommon. However, once in Canada many pioneers’ children chose their own 
marriage partners. Evidently Madeline Mach’s choice was acceptable to her parents as 
they provided the location for the wedding celebration.** It is interesting that she chose to 
marry a miner rather than a farmer. Possibly having grown up in a farming environment, 
Madeline Mach did not want to continue with this type of hardship for the rest of her life. 
The newly married couple moved to Camrose where Jan Izewske obtained employment 
in the coal mines and was able to support Madeline and their soon to be bom first child.
It is probably during this time that he changed Jan to John and anglicized his surname to 
Izowsky. This made it easier for them, as for other immigrants, to obtain jobs. Madeline 
Izowsky retained close ties with her family after she was married and she later recalled, 
“ ... even though we lived thirteen miles from home we used to take the sleighs. We had 
the horse and sleigh, and the kids and hay in the wagon with hot bricks so they would 
keep their feet warm. The horses took a while to walk, especially when it was cold. We 
ü/würgs /o Aofne /o r  CArw/mof .”
 ^Nestor Izowsky, correspondence with the author dated March 3, 2002, private collection, Prince
George.
 ^Sarah Hampson, “The Hampson Interview,” R-3
* Provincial Archives of Alberta, record 288G, Registration of Marriage between Jan Izewske and 
Magdalena Mach, dated November 21, 1904. The marriage certificate indicates a post office box of Pretty 
Hill, which serviced the mail for the Round Hill community.
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Unlike the Ukrainian/Polish dominated Round Hill, Scandinavian languages were 
predominant in Camrose as Norwegian and Swedish settlers and their descendants 
pioneered the area. In 1904, when Madeline and John first moved there, it was a small 
community consisting of only five streets with three crosswise avenues, but it was still 
larger than the village Madeline Izowsky left behind. There were three general stores, a 
blacksmith shop, a bank, three lumberyards, a school, a drug store, and the services of a 
dentist. There was no official post office and settlers collected their mail from a soapbox 
in one of the general stores. Law and order was the duty of one North West Mounted 
Police (NWMP).*  ^ The landscape surrounding Camrose is similar to that o f Round Hill 
but with an abundance of trees and a small river running through it.
Madeline and John moved to Bankhead in 1905, perhaps because they did not 
find enough work in Camrose or because they were confident o f the existence of mining 
jobs in Bankhead. This new community, approximately 663 kilometres from Camrose, 
was started in 1904 and had prospects for a long coal production future. Set in the 
picturesque Rocky Mountains, the town site quickly grew to accommodate a diverse 
population of 1500 people, including 300 underground coal miners. Like many 
Europeans, Madeline Izowsky had not previously encountered people of Asian decent 
and contact with Chinese people in Bankhead was her first experience of visible cultural 
difference. Her reaction was typical of the times and during the time in Bankhead she 
would not buy vegetables from a Chinese farmer because she did not trust them\ It 
seems, then, that she had assimilated nineteenth century scientific theories of white
 ^Camrose, http://www.cainrose.com.html, retrieved September 1, 2002.
^^Ghosttowns, http://www.ghosttowns.com/canada/alberta/bankhead.html, retrieved September 1,
2002. Bankhead was about thirty miles from Banff but no longer exists.
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7. Mines at Bankhead, Alberta, c. 1912.
Madeline Izowsky moved to Bankhead in 1905, approximately 
665 km from Camrose.
Photograph by H. Musgrove, Canmore, Alberta.
Glenhow Archives. (NA-705-6)
/ Jo u i  £•», /3 A k â  A. r>
7. Houses at Bankhead, Alberta, c. 1922.
Wheatley Mine Manager’s house on the right. 
yfrcArvej:. (NA-705-2)
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superiority, which were prevalent during this era. ’ ' Suanne Kelman notes that after WW 
1, Canadians became more suspicious of non-white immigrants such as Asians, Africans, 
and West Indians.'* Madeline Izowsky retained this unfortunate bias against non-whites 
all o f her life.
It is possible to trace Madeline and John's further peregrination by examining the 
various birthplaces of their children. In constructing a woman's life it is important to 
consider all aspects of her journey and to look in places that will illuminate where she has
gravitated to and resided."' It was in Bankhead that their first son, Charles (Charlie) 
Izowsky was bom on August 14, 1905 and in another life course change, Madeline 
Izowsky became a mother. Although the coal in Bankhead was poor in quality, the mine 
remained open until 1922 and it is not known, therefore, why Madeline and John moved 
to Frank in the Crowsnest region of Alberta. We know that it was there that their first 
daughter Julia (Julie) was bom on January 6,1907. Alexander Royick notes that Trank, 
Crowsnest, and South Edmonton (Riverdale) districts were the first domains o f Ukrainian 
coal miners and railroad workers in the province” as they settled in coal mining 
co m m u n itie s .It is possible that the opportunity to live and work in a familiar culture 
drew them to Frank. Although the horrendous tragedy of the Frank Slide on April 29, 
1903 killed many people, the mine reopened temporarily and John foimd work until
1908.
" Cole Harris, “Immigrant Society,” in Resettlement, 268.
Suanne Kelman, “Redefining Family,” Beaver 80, 1 (2002); 47-48.
Helen M. Buss, “Introduction,” in Working in Women's Archives, 1. Charlie’s birth certificate 
indicates Banff Alberta as his place of birth and it is important to note that the certificate may not indicate 
the place of birth so much as the place of registry. Birth records remain a useful method of tracing 
women’s journeys.
Alexander Royick, Ukrainian Settlements, 285.
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Once Madeline Izowsky moved out of her insulated life in the Polish community 
of Round Hill and away from her extended family, she began a process of assimilation 
into the larger English speaking community. This change was potentially more of a 
dislocation than the move from Galicia as her parents, siblings, and the familiarity of her 
cultural associations were left behind in Round Hill. Although she learned English, 
Madeline had, until her death, a noticeable Polish accent, which marked her as an audible 
minority where ever they settled.’^
According to the birth records their second daughter, Josephine (Jo) was bom on 
March 18, 1908 in Camrose. Evidently the family moved once again. The reasons for 
this relocation are not clear, but moving from one coal mining town to another since their 
marriage must have become a burden. Possibly Madeline Izowsky needed her family for 
support as she cared for three children under the age of three. Unfortunately there are no 
letters from this period and no contemporaries to relate the possibilities. This absence of 
information creates another hole' in this biography.
Camrose had grown considerably by this time due in part to the completion of a 
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in 1906. Pictures of the Main Street show 
significant retail development along with the construction of the Catholic Church in
1909. In spite of living in this expanded community and being close to her family, 
between 1908 and 1910 Madeline, John, and their three children made another move 
south to the coal-mining town of Hosmer, B.C. in the Crowsnest Pass area. The 
mountainous landscape of the Crowsnest Pass was completely different to that of the 
parkland prairie in Round Hill and Camrose. The moimtainside was covered in a thick
I am grateful to Dr. Marianne G. Ainley for providing the use of this term, which indicates 
difference based on language and accent. The implication of being an audible minority is that those who 
where white could ‘pass’ (as being British) as long as they did not speak.
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8. Izowsky family portraits. Camrose, Alberta, c. 1908.
(leA) Madeline Izowsky with Julie, Charlie, and baby Josephine.
(right) John Izowsky.
This picture provides an interesting example of how ‘family’ was 
portrayed in this era. Mother with children inside, presumably the 
home, and father, alone, outside. That the two pictures are contained 
in the same Aame make this composition a ‘unit’.
Coi/rreay q/"AWe/ezne Atbckenzze.
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growth of trees and bush, with an abundance of red paintbrush, wild purple lupine, and
white daisies. The magnificent mountains blocked the sun from the valley floor for all 
but a few hours every day and each community was isolated by a narrow, twisting road 
that was often obstructed by snow slides in the winter. In TbwAoy Bric/e, Harriet Fish 
Backus details the effects o f loneliness and isolation for white, British bom women living 
in mountainous mining camps whose daily challenges were unrelenting. Yet, they and 
other pioneer women persevered in the face of limited options. Madeline Izowsky’s 
main challenge was that her language of communication remained Polish and although 
many o f the miners were Polish or Ukrainian, mainstream life, as represented by the local 
newspapers was conducted in English.
Communities in the Crowsnest Pass area generally consisted of coal miners, their 
families, and some local businesses, with everyone dependent on the success of the coal 
mines and the wages that they provided for the miners. Families often lived in company 
housing and if  the mine closed, they were left both unemployed and homeless. Alternate 
employment was rarely available so when the mines closed the community was forced to 
migrate to another area. When Madeline and John moved to Hosmer, like other miner 
families, they lived close to the mines. Company housing enabled the miners and their 
families to be close to work and eliminated the need for lengthy travel to and from work 
across hazardous mountain terrain, particularly during unfavourable winter weather. It
Harriet Fish Backus, Tomboy Bride: A Woman's Personal Account o f Life in Mining Camps o f 
the West (Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing Co., 1977).
Kingcoal: B.C. 's Coal Heritage, http://www.collections.ic.gc.ca/kingcoal.html, retrieved 
August 18, 2001.
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was inexpensive and readily available, though without modem conveniences. For 
instance indoor plumbing was not provided. Outhouses were located in the backyard.
In spite of the advantages o f company housing, living close to the mines was 
hazardous to everyone’s health. Pollution and contamination from coal dust, noise from 
mine machinery, and the constant din from trains and their whistles were a part of 
everyday life. Nevertheless, the population of some 1200 people enjoyed social 
gatherings, musical events at the Hosmer Opera House, and sports events such as 
hockey.
A miner made an average of $60.00 - $150.00 per month, but after work related 
deductions such as shovels, picks, and headlamps families often had to do with less 
income.'^ According to the Hosmer Times, in 1910, when Madeline Izowsky lived in 
Hosmer, a payday children’s clothing sale at Marlatt Clothing Store had “boy’s tweed 
pants for $1 on sale for 65 cents, and girl’s capot [sic] coats for $4.50 on sale for $3.25 or 
$5.00 on sale for $3.50.”‘*' Men and women’s clothing was available at the Trites-Woods 
Co. Ltd. (grocery and dry goods store) with “men’s and women’s overcoats at $15.00 on 
sale for $12.00.”“’ This same store carried “men’s extra special working shirts for 50 
cents each, ladies wtite shirt waists for 95 cents - $1.55, and corsets for 75 cents per
Ibid.
Crowsnest. http://www.crowsnest.bc.ca/coal05.html, retrieved August 18, 2001; and Glenhow 
Library and Archives, M 24, Canadian Pacific Railway, Department of Natural Resources Coal Mines 
Branch, Bankhead Mine pay stub, dated March 15, 1922. Work related expenses for two weeks included 
tools and supplies .15, rent - $4.50, washhouse use - .50, lights - .75, medical services - $1, coal - $5.08, 
and union dues - $1.55.
™ The Hosmer Times, Vol. II, February 10, 1910, #28, no page. A capote coat is a long cloak with
a hood.
The Fertile Free Press. Vol. XXIII, January 28, 1910, #4, no page.
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rlosmer. W'esl end . ü
9. Hosmer, B.C., c. 1910 
Cowfgjy f/ze Ferme am/ Disfrzcf //fffor/ca/ &>c/e(y
The Hosmer mine and town site were both owned and operated by the 
Canadian Paciftc Railway (CPR). When the CPR opened the Hosmer
mine, they built a town site nearby which would house up to sixty miners.
The houses were arranged in rows and were all built with the same design. 
Although they were said to be supplied with running water and electricity, 
this meant no more than one spigot to 6ve or six houses and one twenty- 
five watt light bulb that hung A^ om the ceiling in each household. These 
company houses were by no means luxurious or even pleasant, but they 
could be rented for as low as $7 per month and were very convenient^
Kingaml: B.C. 's Coal Heritage, http://www.coUections.ic.gc.ca/kingcoaI.htnil. Retrieved 
August 18, 2001.
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pair."^ Mrs. Waggets Millinery store completed an ensemble with “ready to wear hats 
from $2.00 and children’s hats for $1.50.”"^  Bennett Brothers Hardware and Furniture 
Store provided “plain chairs for $1.00, fancy back and braced chairs for $1.50-$l .75, 
solid oak chairs for $3.00, and high chairs for $1.50-$2.00.”“  ^ “Heavy grey blankets 
[that] could be bought for $2.50"^^ to put on “an iron bed fhune of $4.75" were also 
available at Bennett Brothers. The cost o f clothing was reasonable and geared to the 
income of the mining community. Of particular interest to Madeline Izowsky was an ad 
of March 3, 1910 by the Hosmer Hospital. It stated that a matron was available to 
provide rates for the confinement of maternity cases. Nestor, their fourth and final 
child, was bom in Hosmer on June 25, 1910.^^
The local Hosmer papers published numerous articles regarding the deaths of 
miners .Min ing  was a difficult and hazardous occupation and with four small children 
and a wife to support, John sought employment that was less dangerous.^^ In her 1971 
interview, Madeline Izowsky made reference to a home and property in Camrose, so it 
appears that the Izowskys returned from Hosmer, B.C. to Camrose, Alberta some time 
after Nestor’s b i r th . Josephine  contracted polio around this time and the family likely
^  Ibid., June 24, 1910, #24, no page.
Ibid., January 21, 1910, #13, no page
The Hosmer Times, Vol. II, June 16, 1910, #45, no page.
^  Hie Feniie Free Press, Vol. XXIII, January 28, 1910, #4, no page.
The Hosmer Times, Vol. II, June 16, 1910, #45, no page.
Ibid , March 3, 1910, #31, no page.
^  Madeline Izowsky, conversation with the author September 10, 2002. This is a granddaughter 
of Madeline and the daughter of Nestor.
^  The Hosmer Times, Vol. II, June 16, 1910, #48, no page. The paper refers to the first fatal 
accident at the mine, which killed two men who suffocated in a mine collapse. This happened in the same 
month that Nestor, her last child, was bom and was a close to home reminder of the inherent danger of 
mining.
Florida Ann Town, The Lively Ghost o f Howe Sound (Port Coquitlam, B.C. ; Bookus Press,
2000), 38.
A search of the Camrose city land tax rolls, however, did not uncover any property listed in 
John’s name. City of Camrose personnel noted that their records are sporadic and incomplete
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relocated to a larger city to take advantage of the new Camrose municipal hospital/^
Additionally, the relative proximity of the Mach family provided emotional support
during this trying time/^
It has been suggested that by living in Camrose, the Izowskys were too close to
Madeline’s brothers and sisters who would frequently visit on the weekend with their
own small children. The families expected Madeline and John to baby-sit their children
while the adults went shopping and enjoyed their freedom. Madeline Izowsky had four
small children of her own to care for and the additional fiamily commitment may have
contributed to a willingness to pioneer one more ff^ ontier in Prince George.Fort  Fraser,
an abandoned Hudson’s Bay Company trading post close to Fort George, was actively
promoting itself (with pamphlets and other advertising) as a place of opportunity, which
would have served as an attraction for prospective inhabitants.^^
* * * * *
Helen Buss claims that the “narration of a woman’s entrance into matrimony is 
certainly a likely place to study how she functions as a human subject, what her system of 
dependencies are, and how, as a human subject she intervenes in the accepted discourse
Camrose, http ; //www. camrose. com, html. This hospital, built in 1911, had twelve beds, running 
water and electricity.
”  Nestor Izowsky, correspondence. John and Madeline were asked to help his brother Fedor 
financially in 1913 when Fedor’s wife died in Galicia. According to Nestor, they were unwilling to provide 
any assistance although it seems reasonable to conclude that they were unable to find any spare cash to 
send to his brother after their relocation, sick child, and contemplation of a move to Prince George.
Diane Van Doren, interview.
^  Willis J West, Stagecoach and Siemwheel Days in the Cariboo and Central B.C. (Surrey: 
Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd., 1985), 33. The advertising pamphlet is very optimistic as Fort 
Fraser was really an abandoned Hudson’s Bay post but it prompted pioneers to come to the area; and Jane 
Kennedy, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcript o f audio tapes produced by The Local History Committee o f the 
Prince George Public Library, Cassette 14-B, 133, N.D. She states that her family came to Prince George 
in May 1914 because advertising pamphlets attracted them.
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of marriage t a l e s . M a d e l i n e  Izowsky’s marriage was the occurrence of another life 
course change. The move from Round Hill and living in different mining communities 
loosened strong family ties and started Madeline on a course of forging some of her 
own destiny. Their subsequent moves through various mining towns, as traced by the 
birth of their children, was the first time Madeline had to manage without the proximity 
of her extended family. Each move constituted another life course change. Cumulatively 
these changes contributed to her willingness to tackle assimilation into the larger Anglo 
community.
By 1914 the Izowskys made the move to Prince George, British Columbia. In 
chapter four 1 document the early years of Madeline Izowsky’s life as a homemaker and 
business woman. She combined her private and public space in ways that allowed her to 
maintain agency over the various life course changes to come.
^^Helen Buss, “Constructing Female Subjects in the Archive. A Reading of Three Versions of One 
Woman’s Subjectivity,” in Working in Women's Archives: Researching Women's Private Literature and 
Archival Documents, ed Helen M. Buss and Marlene Kadar (Waterloo. Wilfrid Laurier University Press,
2001), 25.
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CHAPTER FOUR -  PRINCE GEORGE, 1914-1939
in 1914 the Izowsky family moved to Prince George, B.C. (Appendix H) to start a 
new life as business entrepreneurs. Along with finding a less dangerous occupation for 
John and avoiding family conflicts in Camrose, they moved to Prince George because 
‘■... il was open up the country and everybody was raving about it was going to be 
booming and it started to. We had a home and property in Camrose. ... My husband 
decided to come and see what the country was like so we come up and he liked it. He 
bought a lot. ” Madeline Izowsky does not offer an opinion of what she thought of this 
new landscape, although family lore holds that it was so disappointing to her that she sat 
on a stump and cried. '
In April 1914, the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway completed construction of the 
railway lines east of South Fort George but when the Izowsky family arrived in Prince 
George they “ ... come on the train but there was no station. And nobody didn V know 
where the station was going to be either... South Fort George, Central Fort George. So 
the town wasn V building much see. When we came here in 1914 in May, it wasn V much 
o f  a town, mostly big stumps, no streets, no sidewalks, and there were quite a lots o f  
people come in living in shacks or tents and building h o m e s .South Fort George and 
Central Fort George were thriving villages but the Prince George site was relatively 
undeveloped.' Along with the lack of construction there were, once again, limited 
socialization opportunities for Madeline Izowsky in this new community. Gossip
' Jackie Wallace, interview with the author, January 15, 1997, Prince George, tape recording in 
author’s collection. Prince George, B.C.
 ^Frank Leonard, A Thousand Blunders, Chapter seven, and F E. Runnalls, A History o f Prince 
George. Although both oflfer an interesting discussion on the development of the city of Prince George and 
the impact on various stake holders of the construction of the railway, neither author discusses the impact 
on the Carrier native population of the area.
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columns in the local newspapers of the time do not mention Madeline Izowsky, and it is 
notable that the paper records only white, Anglo women’s activities. Interviews with 
pioneers recount how insufferable the mosquitoes were during this time, adding to the 
general discomfort. Many women and children wrapped their legs in newspaper under 
their stockings to keep the insects from biting. '
The First World War interrupted the expected boom in Prince George and times 
were difficult for its residents. John Izowsky did not enlist in the armed forces, 
perhaps due to his age, but stayed at home with his young family. In 1914, John and 
Madeline bought their first lot on what was to become Seventh Avenue but squatters 
occupied their property, and John was forced to dismantle the squatter’s shack in order to 
move them along.^ The area was not surveyed and John inadvertently built their first 
house in the middle of the street. Madeline Izowsky explains, ""Well it was just Seventh 
Avenue here, there were no sidewalks, it wasn ’/ graded, it was just grass and that and 
third Avenue was the same way. We didn 7 know where the street was going to be.’' 
Pictures o f the family in front o f the dwelling indicate it was constructed o f rou^ly hewn 
wood. At the time, supplies for the town came by scows, floated down the Fraser River, 
which were subsequently dismantled and sold for construction materials. This wood was 
possibly the source of lumber for their first home.^
’ Caroline Buchi, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local History 
Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, N.D., cassette 29-A, 11 ; and Jan Gould, Women o f British 
Columbia, 83,
 ^Diane Van Doren, interview. This lot was originally a triple lot and subsequently subdivided.
' Willis West, Stagecoach, 62. A scow is a large, rectangular boat with a flat bottom, used to carry 
freight. Construction of these craft left the lumber reasonably straight and viable for construction material. 
Through the handmade door the cross supports are visible indicating the door was not insulated.
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10. Prince George, B.C. September 2, 1914.
Cowrfg.s}' o/^ rAe fraver-Fo/T George Feg/owf/A^ew», Fr/»ce 
George. B.C.
“When we come here in 1914 in May, it wasn 7 much o f  a town, mostly 
big stumps, no streets, no sidewalks, and there were quite a lots o f  
/7eqp/e come m //vmg m f/wcty or fen7.y am/ Aome.;. " When
the railway ofGcials decided where they would locate the train station 
some business people "moveB a w ^  /or q/^Aw/BrngfSbaf /z Forf 
George aw / CeWra/ Forr George. "
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After the area was surveyed they moved the house to 1741 Seventh Avenue where 
it still stands, although the original captains walk on the flat roof has been changed to a
peak roof/' Certainly Madeline was pleased with the house. In 1971 she recalled that
“We built a good size building jon Seventh Avenue], which we started a grocery store,
and we lived in the back and we had two rooms upstairs."' The house was quite small and
when one considers that one-third of the main floor was used as a grocery store, the
living area was limited, though there was enough room for Madeline, John, and their four
children. The children’s friends were invited over on a regular basis and they recall
going upstairs to play games. ^  Having their business in the home meant that Madeline
did not have to arrange babysitting for her children which was “unheard o f ’ in this e ra /
The family was self-sufficient and along with a huge vegetable garden in their backyard,
we had a cow, we had a horse to haul the groceries, we had chickens, and 
we evgM year we go/ ... wA . o// /Ae woy (/own /o /Sow/^y
Fort George went and got geese eggs and put them under the hen and so 
we yôw /Aree geeae oW  /Ae nex/yeor we ^ ^ /  /Aoae ow/ /Ae year
after we had six and then after that we had eighteen geese and mind you 
we (/;dn '/ W / one one/ we /loc/ a  goo\e every .^nndlay^r (//nner. 77zey 
were all right to eat, 1 would say.
In as much as the business and home were combined it is possible to challenge the 
theoretical framework that insists the home was women’s private space and that the 
polarity of separateness, in this case, did not define Madeline Izowsky’s life.
In order to improve their cash flow, John borrowed $300 from the Royal Bank of 
Canada, South Fort George Branch on November 16, 1914, which The Fort George 
Trading and Lumber Co. Ltd guaranteed. During this era women were not required to
® Diane Van Doren, interview.
’ Georgina Williams, interview with the author, September 17, 2002, untapped, unpublished.
* Caroline Buchi, transcript, 10; and Isobel Ford, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcript o f audio tapes 
produced by The Local History Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 6-B, 89, N.D.
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r11. Izowsky family, 1741-7^  Avenue, Prince George, c. 1914. 
Madeline Izowsky and John 
Nestor, Josephine, Julie, Charlie
After evicting squatters on their land, John built, from roughly hewn 
wood, the first family home at 1741 7*^  Avenue.
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sign bank documentation because men did all the banking business and, therefore, 
Madeline's signature was not required. The note was repaid within the stipulated six 
months repayment schedule indicating the industry and hard work of Madeline and John ‘S 
Madeline Izowsky, in addition to working in the grocery store and caring for their four 
children, provided laundry service for the early pioneers and for men who lived in the 
tent city.
Once the railway officials decided where the station would be in 1914, many 
businesses in South Fort George and Central Fort George moved their buildings to the
new location of Prince G eorge.A lthough  the grocery store was in the vicinity of the 
new town, the Izowskys’ wanted their business to be ‘downtown,’ on the main street. So 
they sold the grocery business to Harold Assman, a local businessman, who subsequently 
started a grocery store in the downtown area. John then built J.M. Izowsky Clothing and 
Dry Goods, a small store on George Street, changing their venue from groceries to ladies 
and children’s wear and dry goods. Madeline and John retained ownership of the house 
on Seventh Avenue and lived there until John built a new house the 1930s.
During the years following 1914, the Izowskys acquired various other properties 
and the timing of the buying and selling contributed to their financial success.' ' "IFe 
paid SI, 400 cash fo r  one lot, couple years after we bought another one in a tax sale for  
$70, so It just shows you how the town was booming and then it went right down during
’ Promissory note dated November 16, 1914, Lorraine Knight, private collection. Prince George. 
This branch of the Royal Bank is no longer in existence
For a thorough discussion of how the GTP station site influenced the establishment of Prince 
George see Frank Leonard, A Thousand Blunders (Vancouver; UBC Press, 1996), 165-217.
” Izowsky and O’Rourke, Statement of Assets and Liabilities (Combined) as at December 31, 
1950 and December 31, 1955, Lorraine Knight, private collection. Prince George. This statement records 
the various real estates they owned from 1915 to 1955, dated December 31, 1955.
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the depression."^' (Appendix I and J). They capitalized on real estate price fluctuations at 
opportune moments and their growing affluence is indicated by the purchase of a luxury 
item such as a Weber piano for $375.00 in 1920. During the same year the family 
spent $35 on a professional photograph.'^ Clearly they prospered in Prince George.
The Spanish influenza epidemic struck Prince George in 1918 and '"was a 
disaster'.'" Drs. Carl Ewert and Edwin James Lyon were the only doctors in town at the 
time and in order to help out, like so many women, Madeline Izowsky provided nursing 
assistance to sick families. This is typical of the unpaid labour that women contributed to 
society for which they did not receive acknowledgment. During the epidemic, schools 
were closed and, along with hotels, converted to emergency hospitals to accommodate 
the large numbers of sick residents. David T. Williams recalls that during the epidemic 
his family sold milk to Madeline and John. Nestor was sent with a scalded pail to meet 
David. Nestor would put down his pail and then step back so that David could advance 
and pour milk into the pail. David claims they never came within 100 feet o f each other 
and was confident that once Nestor arrived home the milk was boiled.’’ Using these 
careful measures ensured that no one in the family contracted the disease.
The daily life of the pioneer wife was occupied with the routines o f her family 
and with the art of survival by learning from other wives to make use of available
The receipt is dated July 30, 1919 and represents the down payment of $5 on the purchase price 
of $70 for Lot 8, Blk 179, Plan 1268 located at 1741 7* Avenue and is made out to Mrs. Madeline Izowsky. 
Lorraine Knight, private collection. Prince George.
Piano receipt, February 20, 1920, Jackie Wallace, private collection. Prince George. They put 
down a deposit of $85.00 and then paid $15.00 per month until the piano was paid for. The piano remains 
in the family at the home of one of Madeline’s great-grand daughters.
'■* Piano lesson receipt, October 20, 1920; and photograph receipt, October 17, 1920, Lorraine 
Knight, private collection. Prince George.
Jane Kennedy, transcript, 136.
Bev Christensen, Rivers, Railways, and Timber (Burlington, Ontario: Windsor Pub , 1989), 55
Eldon Lee, Scalpels and Buggywhips: Medical Pioneers o f Central B.C. (Surrey: Heritage 
House Publishing Company, 1997), 141-142.
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materials.'’^ With her distrust of non-white people, Madeline Izowsky did not consider 
aboriginal women a source of survival knowledge, as did other pioneer women, such as 
Catherine Parr Traill/'^  Although there were instruction books available, these were 
written in English and, therefore, were of no value to immigrants who did not read 
English/" “Pioneer women in rural areas had to be able to sew, quilt, make soap, bake 
bread, chum butter, pluck and draw chickens, preserve meat, put down fruit and care for 
the sick.""' Madeline Izowsky and other area residents utilized the saskatoon berry patch 
between the CNR tracks and the Nechako River, and along with blueberries and wild 
strawberries picked from what is now the Spruceland Subdivision, she was able to make 
jams and preserves for the family.^ She cooked on a wood-burning stove well into the 
1930s. It had a water jacket on one end containing hot water as long as there was a fire 
burning; otherwise water was heated on the stovetop.'"^ The city supplied cold running 
water to houses in the area in the 1920s, although residents took advantage of this 
convenience at different times."** Initially they used coal oil lanterns for light and one of 
Madeline’s granddaughters recalls “ she had a bad bum on her arm from the coal oil 
spilling on her arm from lighting it. Sometimes she got burned from that.”^^  In the early
Jan Gould, Women, 75
Marianne Gosztonyi Ainley, “Science in Canada’s Backwoods; Catherine Parr Traill,” in 
Natural Eloquence: Women Reinscribe Science, ed. Barbara T. Gates and Ann B Shteir (Madison The 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1997), 83.
^  Jan Gould, Women, 85.
Jan Gould, Women, 75.
Caroline Buchi, transcript, 14-15.
^  Lorraine Knight, conversations Unless otherwise noted, information regarding Madeline 
Izowsky’s life may be attributed to this source.
Martin and Errol Caine, pioneer tapes, Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local 
History Committee o f The Prince George Public Library, cassette 24-B, 26, N.D. They state that running 
water was available in 1928-1929; and Mrs. Catherine Aitken suggests 1923 in her interview, tape 14A 3.
^  Diane Van Doren, interview
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years, electricity was only available after six in the evening for a couple o f hours, and on 
Mondays so that women could do the wash."^
Making laundry soap was an all day production for pioneer women who saved 
bear fat or any other fat scraps for this purpose. A wooden barrel with holes in the 
bottom held wood ashes. Water was poured over the ashes to produce pure liquid lye, 
which was boiled with the fat to make soap.^^ Bars of soap were then formed and shaved 
into the laundry tub with the clothes. Clothes were washed by hand with the use of a 
washboard and hung outside to dry in all seasons. Madeline alternately heated two heavy 
metal flat irons on the stove top to press the clothes. She had a busy washday with four 
small children and a husband who liked to g a rd e n .P r io r  to the installation of running 
water by the city, families were very careful to maximize the use of their water. One 
bucket of water served several purposes, from washing to watering the garden.^^
In the early twentieth century, refrigerators did not exist. In the winter months ice 
from the river was cut into huge blocks, stored in a shed, and covered with sawdust to 
prevent it from melting. Fred Lockyer, the iceman, delivered ice blocks to homes once or 
twice a week during the summer months. The children followed the ice truck and the 
deliveryman would cut off chunks of ice for them to eat. Some homes had an icebox but 
Madeline and John resorted to the back porch cupboards to keep food frozen or cool in 
the winter months. In the summer perishable foods were kept in five gallon buckets in 
the basement, where it was cooler. The canning shelves were also in the basement.
26
Jan Gould, Women, 79,
Caroline Buchi, transcript, 27.
Diane Van Doren, interview.
^  Susan Dombierer, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local 
History Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 30-B, 68, N.D.
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Typical of parents with young children, Madeline and John were busy with family 
oriented activities. ""Well we always had a big skating rink, in fact they had a really good 
hockey team. My eldest son j  Chari iej used to play hockey. He was goalkeeper . . .He 
started when he was twelve till he finished he was about twenty-five. ” Julie was 
involved in dance lessons, while Nestor played hockey and the clarinet for the Prince 
George Band. Prince George had an active tennis club where Jo and Nestor played 
tennis. Jo also played the piano, providing her with her first outside job as a teenager, 
playing at the theatre for the silent movies. She also played the organ for the Sacred 
Heart Church choir where the family was active in Sunday school and in the 
congregation. Madeline and the family entertained the priest at home, supplied flowers 
for the church, and took part in bake sales. Madeline and John were both good dancers 
and enjoyed the dances held in the Ritz-Kieffer Hall. In his leisure time, dressed in a suit, 
tie, and hat, John typically wandered down to a local hotel to enjoy a beer and games of 
pinochle and checkers with his friends. These activities helped integrated the family into 
the Prince George community and aspects o f Canadian culture.
Education of her family was always an important goal for Madeline Izowsky and
when they left Camrose they left a newly constructed school. Arriving in Prince George
with the four children, three o f whom were of school age, they discovered
that there was no school fo r  the children. Then in the fa ll they started a 
school, it was a building, a rooming house, on the Third Avenue across the 
street from where the tennis court is. The bigger children started school, 
which I have a boy Charlie 9 -  other 7 [Julie] they went to school but the 
other two there was no room for them. And then in the spring [1915] they 
built three little houses up here on First Avenue. Each house has a two 
rooms and this was quite a nice school. Well finally they built a school, 
wAfc/z M f/i// ftaw/mg on .Avenue o/w/ Aree/ /ATGK/.
^  The tennis courts were originally located at what are now the soccer fields at the comer of 
Ospika Boulevard and Fifteenth Avenue.
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That was the best school that we had and those days they had up to grade 
12 which 1 thmk the children did just as good those days as they 're doing 
in those big schools that they have nowJ"^
King George V School (KGV) had eight rooms, which was sufficient for student
numbers, however the area was plagued by a chronic shortage of teachers/' With 
parental encouragement all ^'my children passed grade 12, and Nestor my youngest son, 
aW  /Acre g/r/ Aere na/neJ Dorw Moore r/zey gave /Ae/n o room m //ze 
government office after they built a government office, a little cloak room, and then with 
/Ae o/Aer /eocAer /Ae^'/mwAef/ grof/e 73 wAA ve/y gooe/ morAa. &  /Ao/ was oza- 
schooling.
In the late 1920s Madeline’s life underwent another life course change. Her two 
daughters married in the summer of 1928 and by the spring of 1929 she became a 
grandmother. Both daughters remained in Prince George initially and lived close to 
Madeline and John, which meant that they saw their family on a regular basis/'* With the 
onset of the Great Depression the business suffered and John went to the Britannia Mines 
in Squamish, B.C. to work in the underground copper mines. He was fortunate to obtain 
work in this mine, and to be able to send money back to his family/^ Charlie moved 
home during this time because he could not find work. Madeline, utilizing her strength
Various photo collections in the Prince George Library have pictures of the original three 
houses and KGV. The tennis courts referred to were located on Third Avenue in the 1970s. KGV is King 
George V School
Bev Christensen, Rivers, 51.
Charlie went on to work for the CNR and later married Rae Marshall. Julie was a teacher at the 
Beverley School before she married Peter Carr and moved to Vancouver where she later taught Home 
Economics at the Dunbar Catholic School. Jo went to business school and worked in a law office before 
marrying Joe O’Rourke and joining him on his trap lines. Nestor became the owner of the Prince George 
Citizen and, later, the White Rock Sentinel newspapers.
^  Diane Van Doren, interview.
Florida Ann Town, Lively Ghost. 77-83; and T.W. Paterson, British Columbia Ghost Town 
Series: Lower Mainland (Langley: Sunfire Publications Ltd., 1984), 5-53. The authors offer accounts of 
living and growing up in isolated Britannia in the first half of the 1900s. Florida Ann Town gives a good
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12. Josephine O’Rourke, Lorraine, Jackie, Madeline Izowsky. c. 1935.
1648 -  7* Avenue, Prince George, B.C.
John built a new house at 1648 7^ Avenue. This new home had ten 
foot high ceilings, hardwood floors, and stained glass windows on 
either side o f the red brick fireplace. The most wonderful part of their
house was the glassed in front porch. It was a meeting place for 
family and friends.
Courresy q/" Aorra/w AünrgAr.
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and independence, operated their store, maintained their home, took in boarders, and 
nurtured her grandchildren.^*"
Unfortunately, John lost the sight of one eye in a mining accident and was forced 
to return to Prince George in the early 1930s. In the later years of the Depression, their 
business increased and John built a new home over the following three or four years, 
which is still located at 1648 Seventh Avenue. This second home was a vast 
improvement from their first home. It had ten-foot high ceilings, hardwood floors, and 
stained glass windows on either side o f the red brick fireplace. The house had a spacious 
living and dining room, three bedrooms, an indoor bathroom, and a large kitchen. The 
kitchen contained a wood burning stove, a large flour barrel in the comer, and a pantry.
A well in the basement supplied water until they were connected to city water. “The 
most wonderful part of their home was the glassed in front porch. It was a meeting place 
for family and friends.” ’^ Along the front street was a row of beautiful lilacs that still 
flourish today. John was a wonderful gardener and he planted many fruit trees including 
a renowned crabapple tree in the front yard. They always had a garden and Madeline 
Izowsky “used to make [her grandchildren] whistles out of large onions because the stem 
o f the onion [made] great whistles. Their relationship was a partnership in many ways, 
although Madeline Izowsky did most o f the housework and cooking. She had her own 
opinions on various topics and managed to ensure that her views were listened to, and 
often followed.
description of the miner’s lives and their good fortune in being able to work at this mine, which was kept 
open through the Depression. T.W. Paterson details a similar account in his book, 28-29.
^  Diane Van Doren, interview.
Lorraine Knight, conversations.
Diane Van Doren, interview.
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13. J.M. Izowsky’s and O’Rourke Ladies and Children’s Wear, Prince 
George, B.C. c. 1950s
Cowrcfy À6zri(yn PPaingorfen ^ o/M /Ae Caro/me Baz/er 
CoZ/ecfion
The Second World War brought significant changes to Prince George and 
the clothing and dry goods business was thriving. At this time they bought 
the empty property next door on George Street and enlarged their store, 
complete with hardwood [actually congoleum] floors. The fi^ ont o f the 
store included large window display areas on either side of the door. 
Stepping inside, children’s and women’s wear was on the left. A large 
freestanding mirror was at the end of the counter. Although there were no 
formal fitting rooms, customers wishing to try on apparel could do so by 
stepping into the office, and then walking back to check the outfits in the 
mirror. On the other side [of the store], material was sold by the yard 
along with sewing notions. All dry goods and linen were at the back of 
the store. One of those beautifully ornate brass cash registers graced the
counter. 39
39 Valerie Giles, “P.G ’s first Department Store,” Prince George Citizen, October 2, 2000.
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The new residence was approximately six blocks from the store on George Street. 
When the roads were sufficiently passable, after spring break up through to the autumn 
months, John and Madeline drove to work in their Ford car. In the winter they would 
walk to work on snow covered wooden sidewalks. They passed Mr. Tandler’s 
blacksmith and Red Cloring's livery stable on the comer of Seventh and Dominion Street 
on the way to work.'*^  Coming home each night they stopped at Williams' Meat Market, 
Bexon's Grocery Store and Allen's Bakery on Third Avenue to acquire meat and 
perishable goods for dinner.
The Izowskys' seldom advertised their business in the local newspapers. 'Word 
of mouth’ advertising was the main source of business. Many Ukrainian immigrants 
shopped at the store because they could converse in the Polish/Ukrainian languages. 
Madeline and John’s main volume of business however, came from the multi-cultural and 
ethnically diverse Prince George community.^ ' Despite this diversity the majority o f the 
population was Anglo-European and so English was the common language used in the 
store."*' Business success was primarily due to the friendly atmosphere, moderate prices, 
and current fashions. Rita Steward remembers, “ ... they had nice stuff. Some very nice 
dresses and she was very particular. Everything was hung up.”"** (Appendix K).
Although she spent many of her daily hours in the public space at the store, 
Madeline Izowsky integrated her private space by spending her Wednesday mornings at 
home making meals of perogies, cabbage rolls, and headcheese for the following week.
^  Harold Assman, pioneer tapes Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local 
Historical Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 30-A, 7, N.D.
John Sardinha, “Ethnicity in Prince George,” in Prince George: A Social Geography o f B.C. 's 
Northern Capital (Prince George: UNBC Press, 1998), 163; and Lily Chow, Sojourners o f the North 
(Prince George: Gatlin Press, 1996)
'" ib id ., 163
"  Rita Steward, interview
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r14. Jackie and Lorraine O’Rourke with Madeline Izowsky. c. 1933-34. 
Winter in Prince George.
14. Lorraine and Jackie O’Rourke with Madeline Izowsky. c. 1933-34 
Summer in the garden.
CowTgjy Lorramg ATwg/rr.
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Being self-employed provided the ability and flexibility to negotiate between 
these two intersections of her life, a possibility that many women did not enjoy. One 
granddaughter recalled "1 remember her making perogies and we were standing so 
with plates, and she was dishing us up. She made the perogies with mashed potato, 
cottage cheese, and onion. She made her own perogi dough. She put all this filling in .. 
and we would stand as kids around the pot, . . .  Grammie was always generous with 
butter so we had lots o f butter on hot perogies.^ She also made “great commeal Johnny 
cake and we always had molasses.”'*^ They grew cabbage in the garden and made 
sauerkraut by grating the cabbage into a large crock, adding salt and storing the 
concoction in the basement with a large stone holding the lid down. This mixture was 
used all winter for sauerkraut and sparerib dinners. Root vegetables and potatoes were 
also kept in the basement to prevent them from freezing in the winter.
In addition to her other activities, Madeline Izowsky sewed her own dresses on a 
Singer treadle sewing machine and made quilts from old clothing, sheets, and other 
materials. She never purchased an electric machine. She also used old materials for 
braided floor mats. The following recollections indicate the importance of her position 
for her grandchildren. “We used to have sleepovers at Grammie’s and it was always so 
warm because she made these goose-down quilts, duvets. 1 was never so warm. It was 
lovely ... Grammie made her bed in the morning and the duvet had to be absolutely 
smooth. And she had a broom handle and she would smooth the duvet, the goose down 
duvet so it would be really smooth.”'*^  In many European and First Nations families
Diane Van Doren, interview. Julie’s family referred to Madeline as Grammie and Jo’s family
called her Gammie 
Ibid 
" I^bid.
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15. Mach family gathering. June 1937.
Cowta^A^znfy» PFrimgarten.
grandmothers have been important sources for transmitting cultural values and family
history. Clearly, Madeline Izowsky was important in her grandchildren’s lives.
In their spare time, Madeline and John eiyoyed family outings together with their 
good friends John and Frances (Fanny) Mclnnis and Percy and Georgina Williams at 
witat was to become Connaught Park. At the time " // w m n V a  /xzrA: 7/ wds
everything else that the kids used to go there and spend ... you know ... times playing and 
things like that. And o f course the hill always has been ... we always called it a park 
even when it wasn 7 a park. ” The skating rink was also central to community activity. 
Madeline Izowsky recalled, " a  AWmg no/ /zave a
one now. It was open and we use to get up at 6 o 'clock in the morning and go and shovel 
the snow, and clear the ice and we used to go and stand and watch and bounce with our 
shoes and keep ourselves warm. We used to do that when we were young. We didn 7 
think o f it. ” This skating rink and the curling rink were located on the shade side of 
Connaught Hill so as to avoid the sun melting the ice on the outdoor rink.^^ Madeline 
Izowsky makes no mention of the ski jump located on Connaught Hill, which was a 
prominent feature in Prince George during this era.
In spite of the Depression Madeline Izowsky travelled to Gasport, New York for a 
Mach family reunion in 1937. The entire Mach family appears financially successful in 
the photos taken for the occasion. As John Izowsky does not appear in any of the photos, 
it seems that she made this trip on her own while he stayed in Prince George to handle the 
family business. Current historical thought holds that travelling alone was an imusual
Ruth Douglas, pioneer tapes, Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local History 
Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 22-A, 73, N.D.
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event but as women’s histories are revealed perhaps the new boundaries will show 
women had more independence than was originally recorded.
Assimilation continued as the family moved further from the Polish family 
connection to the predominantly British community o f Prince George. Prudent real estate 
investments, a willingness to risk change, hard work, some luck, and good health enabled 
Madeline and John to prosper despite economic downturns. This chapter illustrates how
mobility influences economic support, productive and reproductive activities, and the 
possibilities for personal development and autonomy for women.^ Once the family 
settled in one location for an extended period, Madeline Izowsky was able to use her 
agency to establish a grounded existence in the Prince George business context and 
develop her own space. She was able to enlarge her network of business and social 
relations, providing an increased space in which to negotiate her life. In 1985, Susan 
Mann Trofimenkoff suggested that feminist biography must include the domestic lives of 
women. Locating women within their social networks is also consistent with feminist 
biography, as Barbara Caine has noted. It is within this context of domestic and business 
concerns, and a complex network of family and friends, that it is possible to examine 
different facets of Prince George society and history, including Madeline Izowsky’s life.
It is evident that once the family discontinued their nomadic life in various mining 
towns that Madeline Izowsky was able to broaden her personal space. As a life course 
change it cannot be overlooked that as her children grew and attended school, she had
"*Cindi Katz and Janice Monk, “Making Connections,” in Full Circles, 266.
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more time to invest in the business. This involvement in their various entrepreneurial 
endeavours provided her with a larger social space and independence that many women 
of her generation did not share. It is interesting to note that unlike, for example, middle 
class British women who lost power and influence when their home and business 
separated, Madeline Izowsky appears to have benefited from this division. At a time 
when an occupation of fulltime homemaker represented social status and was a marker of 
success, she chose to continue her involvement with the business. It is suggestive that the 
British indicators of social status and success were not the same for Madeline Izowsky.
As their children left home Madeline and John anticipated a slowing down of 
their parental commitments. As subsequent life course changes will show, this did not 
happen. In Chapter five I examine Madeline Izowsky’s life as she reaches middle age 
and widowhood. During this latter phase of her life she uses her cumulative agency, 
developed through various life course changes, to choose from available options in order 
to creatively occupy both public and private space.
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CHAPTER FrVE -  PRINCE GEORGE: THE LATER YEARS, 1939-1979
Madeline Izowsky's later years were punctuated by cycles of birth and death, 
work, and finally retirement, all happening within the context of a growing Prince George 
community. In 1939 Josephine’s husband, Joe O’Rourke, was killed in an accident at the 
Cominco Smelter in Trail, B.C. Nestor travelled to Trail to bring his sister Josephine 
O’Rourke and her two daughters, Jacqueline (Jackie, May 17, 1929-) and Lorraine 
(August 4, 1931-) back to Prince George to live with Madeline and John. This period 
represents another life course change for Madeline Izowsky because at the age of fifty-six 
she became a second mother to her granddaughters and soon-to-arrive baby grandson.
During the war, Jo played the piano at the army dances, while Madeline and John 
became the ‘at home’ grandparents. Once again Madeline’s life was connected to family 
activities as she became involved in the lives of her grandchildren. The arrival of Jo and 
her children changed the private spatial relations o f Madeline and John’s home when the 
area upstairs was developed to provide room for these additional inhabitants. Although 
there is evidence to suggest that Madeline welcomed her daughter and grandchildren with 
open arms, it must also have been a significant adjustment for all.
Women’s work in the home is necessary. It is also considered tedious and 
repetitive by many women. ' With three small children once again in the house Madeline 
Izowsky’s cleaning burden increased. This time the housework load was shared between 
mother and daughter. Monday was washday and while John tended the store, Madeline 
and Jo did the laundry in the morning. They pre-soaked clothes in a tub of water, 
complete with soap shavings, before they transferred them to a wringer washer for
' Ruth Schwartz Cowan, More Work fo r Mother: The Ironies o f Household Technology from the 
Open Hearth to the Microwave (New York; Basic Books, Inc., Publishers, 1983).
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agitation. Clothes were always hung outdoors to diy on three clotheslines, even in the
winter. In pre-pulp mill days the clothes acquired a clean outdoor smell. Many of the 
sheet comers were tom off in the winter when the large frozen squares of cloth were 
taken from the lines and brought in to thaw and dry on lines in the basement. Clothes 
were not made of perma-press materials and, therefore, the final laundry step was to 
lightly sprinkle the clothes with water, roll them, and place them in a wicker laundry 
basket to wait for ironing.
On Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Madeline and John both tended the 
store, opening around 8.30 am and closing at 6 pm. When their grandson Jim was a 
baby, Jo would take him to the store with her so that she could work with her parents. 
Normally, Jo O’Rourke retumed home before noon to cook the dinner meal (the main 
meal of the day), which her daughters ate when they came home for lunch. She would 
then take a hot meal to Madeline and John at the store, leaving the leftovers to be warmed 
for supper by Jackie and Lorraine.
As in the past, Madeline Izowsky usually stayed home on Wednesday momings 
to perform household tasks, while John and Jo tended the store. Madeline Izowsky 
prepared meals for the following days and ironed, sitting at the kitchen table with a white 
sheet over the table top surface. Prior to obtaining an electric iron, she used flat irons 
heated on the stove to press sheets, pillowcases, and the family clothes, as everything 
heeded ironing. Jo O'Rourke did the heavy’ housewoit later in the day, which included 
chores such as washing and waxing the hardwood floors, vacuuming, and dusting. As
 ^Lorraine Knight, conversations, unless otherwise noted, details of Madeline Izowsky’s life may 
be attributed to this source; and Lucy Dewulf pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by 
The Local History Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 11-A, 65, N.D. Congoleum 
was a brand name of linoleum It was coated with iron oil to build durability and help withstand public foot
traffic.
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they grew older, Jackie and Lorraine were expected to help with these chores, along with 
the responsibility of caring for their younger brother after school.
Before Jo O’Rourke moved back to Prince George, cleaning the store was 
Madeline Izowsky’s job. Maintenance involved many of the same chores as housework 
such as washing and waxing the congoleum floors, washing the windows inside and 
outside, dusting and rearranging merchandise, and restocking shelves. Once Jo became 
involved in the business, she cleaned the store, arranged the window displays, and swept 
or shovelled the front walk, daily, depending on the season.^ In this respect, Madeline 
Izowsky’s work decreased.
Spring cleaning was a ritual marathon event, which usually took place on Good 
Friday to welcome Easter. All of the pictures and the curtains were taken down and 
washed and re-hung, the carpets were beaten outside, and the kitchen cupboards were 
emptied and thoroughly washed. “Nothing was left unwashed.”  ^ The features of 
housekeeping were gradually changing for urban woman as housework became more 
mechanized, which brought increased levels of expectations of cleanliness.^ Unlike the 
advertisements of the time, Madeline Izowsky did not have at her disposal numerous 
servants or new household implements. Labour-saving technology combined with new 
standards actually meant an increase in Madeline and Jo’s housekeeping duties.^ Indeed 
“studies conducted in three countries showed that despite household appliances, the hours 
spent on housework have not decreased from 1929 to the 1970’s” but expectations of
 ^Rita Steward, interview by the author, November 17, 2001, Prince George, B.C., tape recording.
private collection. Prince George, B.C
* Lorraine Knight, conversations.
 ^Ruth Schwartz Cowan, More Work fo r Mother, 154-159. 
 ^Alison Prentice and others, Canadian Women, 127.
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cleanliness have risen/ Joan Kelly notes that the necessary, time-consuming work of a 
housewife remained so because in the twentieth century housework was not socially 
organized. It was also a solitary occupation because, except for paid housecleaners, 
housework did not receive economic recognition. Numerous authors have discussed the 
economic contributions to the household and community that women m ade/ Due to the 
manner in which the value of work is constructed and counted, women's contribution, 
calculated for example by the GDP, is unrecorded and invisible. By discussing the 
necessary housework of Madeline Izowsky this part of her history is made visible.
The family attended church on Sundays. The service was in Latin and English 
but Madeline always used a Polish prayer book and said her prayers in Polish. After 
mass they went home for a traditional Sunday chicken dinner at noon, followed by crème 
puffs or lemon pie.
By the 1940s, John was no longer participating in the management o f the store on 
a regular basis due to illness, possibly Alzheimer’s disease. Mother and daughter 
managed the business on their own. This was a new era of partnership and independence 
for both women and they were perceived as two women alone in the downtown area.
Rita Steward, a merchant neighbour, recalls that women on their own were vulnerable in 
the rough town of Prince George in the 1940s but that neighbouring businesses looked 
out for each other. ^  The construction of army bases west of Prince George meant.
’ Joan Kelly, “Family and Society,” in Women, History', and Theory, 138
* Marilyn Waring, Counting fo r Nothing: What Men Valve and What Women are Worth (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1999); and Alison Prentice and others, Canadian Women: A History: and Pat 
Armstrong and Hugh Armstrong, Theorizing women's Work (Toronto: Garamond Press, 1990); and Ruth 
Schwartz Cowan, More Work fo r Mother: The Ironies o f Household Technology from  the Open Hearth to 
the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, Inc., Publishers, 1983); and 
® Rita Steward, interview
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e16. Madeline and John Izowsky with their extended family, c. 1945.
1648 -  7^ Avenue, Prince George, B.C.
(Left to right) Charlie Izowsky and wife Rae, Lorraine O'Rourke, John 
Izowsky, Betty (wife o f Nestor), Madeline Izowsky, Jo O'Rourke, Jackie 
O'Rourke, Nestor Izowsky. (seated) Madeleine Carr, Julie Carr, Jim 
O'Rourke.
Nestor retumed home safely &om the war, bringing a bride from Scotland.
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however, a considerable increase in the population, and the Izowsky business continued 
to prosper.'^'
During the war the family in Prince George was subject to rationing, as were all 
Canadians, but with the garden in the backyard they were able to remain self-sufficient.^' 
Everyone in the family received a ration book and they often traded coupons with other 
people if they were short some item s.A lthough  women were enfranchised provincially 
in B.C. in 1917, and federally in 1918, Madeline Izowsky did not apply for voter’s 
registration until January 5, 1948 (Appendix L).'^ She became a Canadian citizen on 
June 22,1918 (Appendix M), and it is another gap in this biography that 1 was unable to 
discover why she did not empower herself to vote before 1948.'"* John’s deteriorating 
health may have prompted her to ensure that at least one person in the family could 
represent their wishes at the voting polls. Additionally, Nestor was involved in civic 
affairs and probably encouraged them to vote. Registering to vote allowed Madeline 
Izowsky to participate in the local politics of Prince George and in the federal elections 
thus, she maintained her continuing independence as a woman of her generation.
On March 28, 1949 the store name was changed to Izowsky and O’Rourke Ladies 
and Children’s Wear when the business was incorporated to include Jo as a partner. 
Madeline Izowsky and her daughter, Jo O’Rourke continued to run the business while
Brian Stauffer and Greg Halseth, “Population Change in Prince George,” in Prince George: A 
Social Geography, 25; and Arthur Fisk, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Transcripts o f audio tapes produced by the 
Local History Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 24-A, 77, nd,; and Bev Christensen,
Rivers, 52.
”  Ration Book #6, PR 019955 in the name of Madeline Izowsky, nd., Lorraine Knight, private 
collection.
Dian Van Doren, interview.
Application for Registration -  Province of British Columbia, dated January 5, 1948, Lorraine 
Knight, private collection; and Alison Prentice, and others, “Marching into the Twentieth Century,” in 
Canadian Women, 234-235.
Canada Registration Board Certificate #187-20-675, dated June 22, 1918, Lorraine Knight, 
private collection. Prince George. The certificate is made out to Maggie Izowsky and signed the same way.
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caring for John at their home, until he died in 1952. His death represents a significant life
course change for Madeline. They were married for forty-eight years and now she faced
life as a widow. In Working Families Bettina Bradbury discusses the effects on Montreal
widows of managing without a spouse. Madeline, too, was at times on her own during
the later years. Nevertheless, through a series o f strategies she was able to provide for
herself. Madeline Izowsky was a well-respected business woman and she remained
involved in the business she helped build, receiving from this source a regular income.
She also enjoyed the income from several rental properties.'^
Madeline Izowsky never remarried. John's illness lasted for about twelve years
and his gradual decline, while living at home, was a difficult time. Her mother,
Elizabeth, had outlived her husband by some twenty-two years and also never remarried
and it may be that this was a sufficient role model for Madeline to follow. She was
financially independent and did not need a man to provide economic assistance. By the
time of John’s death, Madeline was sixty-seven years old, a strong and independent
woman, ready to face the challenges of the remaining decades o f her life.
Travelling became one of her passions. The Pacific Great Eastern Railway (now
BC Rail) connection was completed in 1952. This meant that Madeline travelled twice a
year to Vancouver by rail for buying trips for the store. She recalls that
I went to Vancouver to do lots o f  buying from the wholesalers, which 
Vancouver to me is ... 1 know where I ’m going just as much as Prince 
George ... Well the trip from Prince George to Vancouver we went by
Bettina Bradbury, Working Families, 197.
Izowsky and O’Rourke, Statement of Assets and Liabilities (Combined) as at December 31, 
1950 and December 31, 1955, Lorraine Knight, private collection. This statement lists real estate with 
ownership of nine properties dating from 1914 to 1955. Some were rental properties, one her personal 
home, and others are recorded as store. Access to the Index of Municipal Roll for Fort George (Prince 
George) -  1915 or the Collectors Roll (assessment) to determine locations of these properties was difficult 
to obtain from the City Clerk’s OflSce, as users must make appointments with staff when they are available 
and they were always busy. Also see footnote 17.
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('NR, we went to Jasper and then to Kamloops and down which took us 
day and night, winch wasn 7 had, the train was nice, the meals were 
.served, we had a bedroom suite. Wasn 7 bad at all. And then 1 traveled 
quite a bit when they finished PGE. PGE was down, when we came here 
as far as Quesnel, and then you either had to go by car or bus and then 
take the train and from Squamish then by boat to Vancouver. From 
Squamish to Vancouver by boat was a very nice trip... well now (1971) it 
only takes a little while by plane, which I travel quite a hit.
Although Madeline had a limited education and never learned to spell in English, 
she was good with math and business management.'^ Combined with Jo O’Rourke’s 
business school training, the two women complemented each other in the running of the 
store. Management of the store operation during the 1950s and 1960s was Jo’s 
responsibility and Madeline Izowsky did the buying. On paper they were equal partners, 
however, Madeline Izowsky and her son Nestor Izowsky, made the final decision to sell 
the store. The reasons for selling the business were numerous. Madeline’s advanced age, 
Jo’s deteriorating health, the changing population demographics, and changing shopping 
patterns of Prince George all impacted on downtown businesses. Parkwood Shopping 
Mall had opened with a large new Woodwards Department Store and several attractive 
boutiques. The construction of the Prince George Pulp and Paper Mill/Northwood Pulp 
Mill in 1966 was the beginning of a major developmental era for Prince George, and 
brought to the city a more urban population with different shopping expectations. 
Although the significant population increase was good for business expansion, the 
business was finally sold in 1966 when Madeline Izowsky was eighty-two and her 
daughter was fifty-eight.
Izowsky and O’Rourke, Calculation of Net Income From Store (Combined), Lorraine Knight, 
private collection. Prince George. A calculation of net store income and taxable income shows an increase 
each year from 1951-1955. Rental incomes also gradually increased,
Brian Stauffer and Greg Halseth, “Population Change in Prince George” in Prince George: A 
Social Geography, 18
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During the 1950 to 1966 period, the business was Jo’s main focus in life. The 
enforced retirement created a rift between her and Madeline Izowsky, not only as 
business partners but also as daughter and mother. Jo O’Rourke justifiably resented the 
arbitrary manner in which the store was sold without her consultation, thus diminishing 
her agency. This also exacerbated her health problems. To avoid angry confrontations 
with her daughter, Madeline Izowsky went to Vancouver to visit her other daughter, Julie 
Carr, for several months where she spent time with that branch of the family. Gradually, 
reconciliation was effected, and when Madeline retumed to Prince George mother and 
daughter settled into a compatible existence, sharing the business sale profits to cover 
their expenses.
Although the death of her husband was a sad time for Madeline Izowsky, she 
obtained some consolation when her first great-grandchildren were bom that year. This 
represents another intersection where feminist biography provides the space to examine 
the importance of multi-generations in women’ lives. Madeline loved babies and the 
new generation was a welcome addition. When her first great-granddaughter was bom 
in Vancouver, Madeline joumeyed south to see this new baby. Although Madeline did 
not have a refrigerator herself she quickly bought one for her granddaughter Lorraine 
and husband. Dene, so that food would stay fresh for the baby. After the visit in 
Vancouver, Madeline travelled to Alhion, New York to visit her mother. This was the 
last time they met as Elizabeth Mach died two years la te r .D u r in g  this year she was
Great-granddaughter Carol Lynn Knight, October 7, 1952 and great-grandson James William 
Wallace, October 24, 1952
A newspaper article, that is not referenced, has been passed to various family members and 
indicates that Madeline had visited her mother, who had moved to New York State with her family in the 
early 1920s.
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instrumental in providing a link between the various generations, which consolidated her
position as family matriarch.
Madeline Izowsky loved “...going traveling... and [had been] in dijferent places 
in Europe and New York State and Honolulu. ” In 1954, Madeline and her daughter Julie 
visited Madeline's brother, Wilfred, in Texas. She comments in a letter that they 
travelled by train and the landscape was not very interesting. She says "Vw/fe oW  /ne 
went Bay trann Wallas and other coupel weng bay car tey lace dezort land nothing onle 
Cecteas growing lace emte land rely dazort one ju  past the desort ets nays counter 
nobate leveng ther onley gradg en gas steshen.'^^^ (Appendix N)
Successive great-grandchildren were bom over the following years and each one
was lovingly welcomed." One of these granddaughters recalls
Madeline was very generous to her children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. She loved them all and was willing to help them. Even 
when she was in her nineties she always remembered everyone at 
Christmas. She loved new babies as they arrived and gave a lot o f love to 
them. Madeline had a small rocking chair in the dining room by a big bay 
window and I think every child was rocked and sung to by her."^
Madeline Izowsky was related to eleven grandchildren, was the great­
grandmother of twenty-five great-grandchildren and the great-great-grandmother of two. 
During the years as these children grew they would often stop at the house on Seventh
Madeline to George, Diane, and family, November 1977, “Julie and me went by train Wallace 
and other couple went by car they like desert land Nothing growing, only cactus growing. Like empty 
land, really desert. Once you pass the desert it’s nice country nobody living there only garage and gas 
station.” Madeline’s correspondence is very difficult to read because of her writing, inconsistent phonetic 
spelling, lack of punctuation, and changing subjects and thoughts in random order. However, I am grateful 
to the Van Doren family for having saved these letters 
^  Diane Van Doren, interview.
^  Lorraine Knight, conversations.
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Avenue to have lunch with Madeline/^ Discussions about education, jobs, goals, and 
family were all of keen interest to her. In spite of little formal education, her broad 
interests and life experiences enabled her to provide guidance and caring attention to 
everyone’s concerns. Regular family visits kept her connected to the youth of the family.
In 1962 Lorraine and Dene Knight retumed to Prince George with their family 
and, as they lived on Sixth Avenue, Madeline Izowsky often saw them. But when they 
decided to move to the newly established Seymour subdivision, about a five minute drive 
away, she was horrified that Lorraine and Dene were taking their young family ‘so far 
into the bush.’ Because of her own experience in the wilderness o f Prince George, she 
may have been concerned about the proximity to the dangers o f the outer limits of the 
city to which the young family would be exposed. She may also have been less 
adventuresome with age.
Along with being involved with the family, Madeline read the newspaper 
everyday and stayed current on local and world affairs.'^ When she acquired a television 
in the 1970s it became important to her daily activities. Family still remember the blue 
plush living room furniture as a focal point of her home. The sun porch at the front o f the 
house continued to be a meeting place for family and friends and sitting in the wicker 
porch furniture provided her with a place to participate in neighbourhood activities. She 
was not socially active in the larger Prince George commimity, although both she and
Madeline to Diane, George, and family, October 1967-1978. Most of the letters include 
reference to at least one great-grandchild having lunch with her. She also recounts what others are doing 
with their lives regarding schooling and jobs.
^  Georgina Williams, interview.
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KM
17. Madeline Izowsky and first great- great granddaughter, Tara Lynn Box 
(December 25,1975). May 16,1976.
On the occasion o f Tara's christening. Prince George, B.C.
She loved new babies as they arrived and gave a lot o f love to them.
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Josephine are acknowledged as parish old timers from 1914 in the Sacred Heart Parish 
pamphlet.'^’ With the business to run, family involvement, neighbourhood women’s 
bridge group, and her travels, Madeline Izowsky had a full and busy life. Additionally, 
her status as an audible minority may have limited her involvement in the community. 
The Prince George Historical Society interviewed Madeline Izowsky in 1971, and she 
stated, “I 'm only going to he 87 years and 1 'm glad 1 still get around. I eat good, 1 sleep 
aw/ /  Af/ gorx/ 77%// a// 7 can B%/ Prmce » /o me rea/Ty Aome. 7 ve
6ee» Acre j  7 years." Although old age increasingly prevented her tfom travelling far, 
when her son Nestor died in 1977, she flew to Vancouver to attend his funeral in White 
Rock. Madeline received a letter from Nestor, just before his death, indicating that he 
was coming to Prince George for a visit. His death, then, was even more unexpected and 
she comments in several of her letters how much she missed him.^^ She demonstrated 
great courage and strength, at the age of ninety-two, in making this journey to her 
youngest child’s funeral. The reduction in travel did not forego contact with her out-of- 
town family and during the 1970s she kept up a lively correspondence with many family 
members. Letters that survive deal primarily with family travel and events such as great­
grandchildren’s weddings at which she anticipated dancing, despite her age.
The hall es not fa r  from as house onle about 3 blocks with the Dener and 
Dene be so we hope we sey Ju her George (Van Doren) I  went Dane with 
Ju even I onle 93 still Jung lest tym I  dents 5 year ago Ten Knight wedeng 
was Leane got two years little goerl 1 now 5 genereshen no wonder 1 em 
geteng oil. (Appendix N)
^  Prince George Public Library Local History Files, Solemn Blessing o f the New Sacred Heart 
Church by His Excellency The Most Reverend F. O 'Grady, OMl, Bishop of Prince Rupert. Prince George: 
Sacred Heart Parish Pamphlet, April 5, 1961.
^  Madeline to Diane, George, and family, November 1977 -  July 1978.
Madeline to Diane, George, and family, November 1977. “The hall is not far from our house 
only about 3 blocks were the dinner and dance be so we hope we see you there. George I want dance with 
you even I only 93 still young. Last time 1 danced 5 years ago Lynn Knight wedding was. Lynn got two 
years little girl. I now 5 generations. No wonder I am getting old.” In anticipation of this wedding.
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Madeline Izowsky died December 19, 1979, and 1 believe that, contrary to the
historical notion that women were passive and helpless, her life demonstrates agency and 
purposefulness. Madeline’s involvement in the Prince George business community 
allowed her to participate in a limited public space. Interaction with her children, and 
later grandchildren, moved her comfortably between her private space and her public 
presence. Friends and neighbours also consolidated her position in the Prince George 
community. Her regular attendance and participation with the church kept her connected 
to her traditional spirituality and allowed her to maintain some of her Polish identity. 
Registering to vote provided her with opportunities to be involved in the local politics of 
Prince George and in federal elections. Feminist biography demonstrates that Madeline 
Izowsky’s life occupied multiple layers of space at different times. She moved 
comfortably between the public and private space, challenging the notion that women 
only remained in the home. Looking at the various intersections and layers o f Madeline 
Izowsky’s life provides a more rounded and complete perspective o f the place she 
occupied in the communities in which she lived.
The years from 1939-1979 demonstrate a gradual assimilation of Madeline’s 
Polish identity into the larger Canadian culture. During her long life, Madeline Izowsky 
occupied several identities, such as a Polish Catholic community member, young bride, 
pioneer mother of the settler culture, twentieth-century woman engaged in a small 
business, mother of a son at war, and finally as a widow and matriarch. Like many 
women, she occupied these various identity spaces on overlapping, multiple levels.
Madeline Izowsky had her long white hair cut for the first time in her life. She changed firom a bun, pinned 
to the top of her head, to a shorter more modem look, which as she aged was also a more practical style to 
care for.
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18. Madeline Izowsky, Prince George. 1965.
It required a special person with determination, strength of 
character, and perseverance to carve out a life in British 
Columbia.
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Helen Buss cautions researchers to allow as many identities to be illuminated when 
dealing with women's lives and avoid a desire to find "narrative closure as a release from
the demands of multiplicity.”"'^  It is this multiplicity that adds to the dimension of
women’s lives and enlarges the space they occupy in (re)constructed historical records.^"
Although this biography represents a social construction of Madeline Izowsky's
life, where practicable I have let her voice speak so as to view her as a thinking, feeling
person with social agency. We cannot know what she was thinking at all times, but by
analyzing the available record it is possible to interpret her resistance and innovations in
dealing with her own lived experience, positions, and practices. Madeline Izowsky's
story represents the society that she lived in, the way that constituted her history, and her
ability to choose from her available options.^' Pioneering in the early part o f the
twentieth century was not an easy task, nor was it for those who were faint o f heart. It
required a special person with determination, strength of character, and perseverance to
carve out a life in northern British Columbia. As one pioneer noted
I think possibly that in the story of pioneering, the woman should get the 
cred it... I really feel that the women were the true pioneers. It was easy 
for the father to say he was going out to get some meat and go out hunting 
and disappear for awhile, but she had to stay and look after the children 
and cope with the stove and the leaky old building and the cold and the 
misery, packing in the water and the washing and the wood.^"
I found that Madeline Izowsky was very much the matriarch of her family. She 
was opinionated and assertive at times and insisted on the best for all she knew. At the 
same time she was cheerful, uncomplaining, and generous to all o f her family who found
^  Helen Buss, “Constructing Female Subjects,” in Working in Women's Archives, 34. 
Ibid.
Chris Weedon, Feminist Practice, 125.
John Corless, pioneer tapes. Vol. 1, Tri 
Committee o f the Prince George Public Library, cassette 21, 43, N.D
anscripts o f audio tapes produced by The Local History
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a warm welcome at her home. A healthy dose of pragmatism was also helpful as 
Madeline states
“Well, we put up lots o f hard times here but we were young and we didn't 
care and we didn V know any better because that was that. ”
The population of B.C. after the mid 1880's reflects its immigrant status. Most 
immigrants were from the British Isles, some from Continental Europe, and also from
Asia. At the same time the indigenous population was rapidly declining due to 
oppression, racism, and d i s e a s e . I n  Round Hill, Alberta, Madeline Izowsky was able to 
function in a primarily Polish milieu. Although the pioneers of Round Hill established 
elements o f their home' society, the impact o f new experiences, new settings, new 
places, and new people could not help but bring about social change.^ Subsequent 
moves to Camrose, Bankhead, Frank, Hosmer, and Prince George took Madeline 
Izowsky away from her ethnic context, and without a critical mass of Polish settlers it 
was difficult to maintain cultural l i n k s .There was enormous pressure to assimilate and 
the Izowskys recognized this as the route to prosperity.^ In spite o f the lack of 
educational resources or settlement assistance programs they were able to adapt to their 
surroundings. Although they spoke Polish at home, typically of immigrant families, their 
fluency in Polish did not pass to subsequent generations. ^ ’
Cole Harris, “Immigrant Society,” in Resettlement, 252. 
^Ibid., 254
Ibid., 256.35
^  Ibid., 264. 
^ I^bid
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Madeline Izowsky’s heritage included a model of self-employment. Profiles 
Poland indicates “Polish immigrants, however, are more likely than people in these other 
[immigrant] groups to be self-employed.” *^^ Her occupation as an entrepreneur and her 
position as a widow were modelled on her father and mother. Their example provided 
her with an independence irom which not all women of her generation benefited, but one 
that provided her with a wide choice of options when deciding her life course.
Madeline Izowsky was an ordinary woman whose story, under other 
circumstances, may never have been told due to the subtle and not so subtle ways in 
which knowledge is constructed and distributed.^^ It is in the thirdspace of feminist 
biography that 1 found room to present what Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin refer to 
as the “dailiness” of her life.'*  ^ It was a life rich in experience and cumulative agency.
By contrast to masculine histories of Prince George a feminist biography of Madeline 
Izowsky’s live demonstrates the value of women in a pioneer society.
A person’s life is not the only historical legacy s/he leaves. There is also the 
legacy that people leave to their family, both material and spiritual. Jo O’Rourke 
inherited the bulk of Madeline’s estate and considering the number o f years that she 
worked in the business, for no salary, this seems equitable. Funds were left to Madeline’s 
children and grandchildren on an equal basis. More than the material benefits o f her 
estate are the strengths that she fostered in her family members. There is a strong family 
cohesiveness and a willingness to support others, instilled in the generations who 
followed Madeline. Her determination and perseverance could be said to live on in the
^  Profiles Poland: Polish Immigrant in Canada (Statistics Canada, 1996). 
^  See Chapter One -  Feminist Theory, 7-9.
^  Elspeth Cameron and Janice Dickin, Great Dames, 6.
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various lines o f her family. One reading o f the story of her life suggests that she was a 
woman o f love and strength.
19. Gravestone located in the Prince George Cemetery.
Section F, Block 6, Plot 7. August 2001.
For an explanation of the discrepancy of the name and date on the 
stone, see page 30, footnote 1 and 2 respectively.
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CHAPTER SIX - AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL REFLECTIONS
This feminist biography draws on feminist and cultural studies theories and 
methods. Theories of thirdspace and feminist biography acknowledge that importance of 
non-closure. The concept of thirdspace encourages the opening of space between binary 
opposites to provide a forum for discussion of other possibilities. Feminist biography 
recognizes that it is not feasible to know the complete story of any one life. There are 
areas in women’s lives, where due to lack of information it is impractical to draw 
definitive conclusions. The final chapter o f my thesis, therefore, utilizes the method of 
refiexivity to discuss my various findings while doing this feminist biography.
Reflexivity, as a cohesive unit of social construction, coincides with ideas by Judith 
Okely, Helen Callaway, Gillian Rose, and Edward Soja as discussed in Chapter one. ' For 
Michael Holroyd biography is “partly a voyage of self discovery.”'  By reflecting on this 
process I, too, discovered how this project has influenced me. It had become the 
Thirdspace’ for me between objectivity and subjectivity.^
My choice of Madeline Izowsky as the central figure in my thesis was a result of 
her closeness to me. I was privileged to have her in my life for twenty-seven years. I am 
her great-granddaughter. When I embarked on this project, I mistakenly assumed that the 
closeness would ease the collection of the research data and expedite the process but the 
process was not quite as simple as I had anticipated. Elizabeth Lennox Keyser offers a 
discussion of feminist biographers’ involvement with their subjects and their ability to
’ Judith Okely and Helen Callaway, Anthropology and Autobiography, and Gillian Rose, 
Feminism and Geography, and Edward Soja, Thirdspace.
 ^ Sarah Hampson, “The Hampson Interview, R-3.
 ^Toby Jayarante and Abigail Stewart, “Quantitative and Qualitative Methods,” in Beyond 
Methodology, 99.
I l l
exploit this relationship/ In some respects this was a fair assumption, and in other 
respects the closeness created obstacles to data collection. I agree with Diane Bell that an 
insider position is more difficult than an outsider position/ made more problematic as I 
was both, but not clearly either. This is another thirdspace moment that opens 
possibilities for what Si Transken has suggested is "genre jumping.'^
Other authors Wto have dealt with the insider/outsider dilemma have used various 
techniques. Ruth Behar published her book Women Writing Culture creating a great deal 
of family dissension and as a result has “now adopted the strategy of silence, exile, and 
cunning with regard to [her] writing, keeping every word hidden from [her] father and 
mother, withholding from them the knowledge that [she is] flying around the country 
inscribing the story of [her family’s] dissolution even more irrevocably into the 
academy.”  ^ My circumstances were such that I needed to develop and use strategies that 
bridged the insider/outsider dilemma. I know that my family members will read my 
thesis and many of them live in Prince George. 1 have no desire, like Ruth Behar, to live 
in exile or be silenced in and because of my efforts. I want to use ‘real’ names because I 
want my thesis to be part of the representative history of Prince George. It is a 
conundrum that has no definitive solution, and I continue to move (un)comfortably
‘‘Elizabeth Lennox Keyser, “Women in the Twentieth Century,” Biography, 287.
' Diane Bell, and others, ed„ Gendered Fields: Women, Men and Ethnography (London and New 
York: Routledge, 1993), 10.
 ^Si Transken to Lynn Box, e-mail, January 1, 2003. She says “the term means exactly what I’ve 
made it up to mean: jumping from one Genre (such as poetry to prose to scholarly to diary, etc...) to 
another and to another and to another -  if the data/information/content seems to best require that. Humans 
are complex; their behaviours and meanings are complex. These decisions about were and when and how 
to genre-jump are the judgement call and the responsibility of the writer/researcher. And most of us ARE 
doing genre jumping but not recognizing that we are. bell hooks for example has a scholarly background in 
literature but she is frequently quoted in Women’s Studies, Social Work, Sociology, etc.”
Ruth Behar, “Writing in My Father’s Name: A Diary of Translated Woman’s First Year,” in 
Women Writing Culture, ed. Ruth Behar and Deborah A. Gordon (Berkley: U. of California Press, 1995), 
82.
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between the positions of outside researcher and familial insider. Perhaps this tension is a 
part o f ‘doing biography.'^
Would 1 do this type of research on a family member again? No. There are 
several reasons for this answer. Balancing between researcher and family member has, at 
times, been a precarious position and one I would not willingly choose again. Each 
person wanted their version of events to be the right one' and the one included in the 
story, and there was an invisible hierarchy of which 1 was aware. This ‘ethics of 
correctness' often posed contradictory threads from which to choose as 1 interpreted 
Madeline’s story. There is also a great anxiety involved in ‘putting it out there’, in 
having a family member exposed to public scrutiny. I think this may be part of the 
reason why 1 have delayed dealing with my thesis. It was often difficult to get some 
family members to talk about our mutual foremother. Some felt they had nothing to 
contribute that I would/should not already know. No matter how much I tried to explain 
that their perspective was important, I ran into some stonewalling. And maybe this was 
partly my fault. Perhaps I did not ask the correct questions. Not that the entire family 
has not been supportive -  they have been, and everyone is excited about this project.
They just could not find memories to share. This was very frustrating for me. On the 
other hand, I met cousins I did not know and connected with branches of Madeline 
(Mach) Izowsky’s family that perhaps would never have otherwise happened. At some 
time in the near future we hope to meet each other in real, physical space rather than just 
cyber space.
Along with the personal insider/outsider position, as a researcher o f one woman’s 
history, I also occupy an outsider position relative to the male dominated historical
* Louis M. Smith, “Biographical Method,” in Handbook, 301.
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canon ‘s This caused a great deal of angst about starting and completing this project, 
fuelled by binary oppositions o f incredulity and validity. Some people were incredulous 
that I could obtain a Master of Arts Degree with this particular topic, and others insisted 
my project was a valuable contribution to historical knowledge. 1 finally stopped 
disclosing to people that the subject of my research was related to me because I 
discovered that as long as my inquiry had the ‘appearance of objectivity’ in researching a 
stranger, it was somehow, more credible. If, and when, 1 revealed my relationship to 
Madeline Izowsky there was a noticeable difference in people’s responses to this project. 
Of course, most of the interviews I conducted were with people who knew my 
relationship to her and an ‘objective’ personification was not possible. This made it, 1 
think, awkward for friends to talk to me. Concerns about discussing something I might 
take offence to, denigrating a family member, or assuming I had more ‘familial’ 
knowledge than I did were possible sources of this awkwardness. Although no one I 
contacted declined my requests for interviews, I do feel that it is easier to complete 
interviews as an outsider in some circumstances, depending on the interviewer/ 
interviewee dynamics. I am not convinced that my insider position provided me with a 
significant leading edge over the position occupied by an outsider. The archival 
documents and pictures I used were available to any other researcher. There are a limited 
number o f people alive who lived close enough to Madeline Izowsky to provide first 
hand information and referrals were easy to obtain, which another researcher could also 
have accessed. I do have a personal history and connection to Madeline Izowsky, but I 
think that this connection was a personal obstacle in trying to ensure fairness to
* Theresa Heaiy pointed out to me that I was outside/inside the academy, inside/outside the family 
and, therefore, belonging nowhere She refers to this dilemma as “border Grosser”.
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Madeline, and John, in telling her story. I do wonder, however, as Marlene Kadar 
does, “how close to the subject can the feminist scholar be before the effect o f emotional 
ties or the need for privacy take control?” '' Madeline Izowsky treated her family and 
friends with love and respect and I have tried to respect and honour her memory and yet 
still portray an accurate picture of this woman and her life.
In writing a feminist biography the theoretical flexibility o f cultural studies and 
feminist studies provides the ability to obtain a sharper focus of historical analysis and 
interpretation in specific cases.'" I found applying some aspects o f theory to specific 
instances of Madeline Izowsky’s life made it possible to interpret her position(s) in 
different ways. These interpretations often changed the way that I used the theory.
Using both published and unpublished sources provides a deeper, richer historical 
analysis but as Suzanne Zeller notes “[I]t has to be conducted in phases designed to build 
layer upon layer of insight into the formulation or a larger picture.” '^  The layering of 
research also includes the researcher, as I found myself influenced by changes as the 
theory and the grounded reality interacted, not only the on story, but also on my 
perceptions of the story and my own reality. Although theoretical/experiential 
interactions made the stoiy stronger and added validity to my thesis, its credibility 
remained an issue for some people with whom I spoke.
Helen M Buss, “Constructing Female Subjects,” in Working in Women's Archives, 30.
' ’ Marlene Kadar, “Afterword,” in Working in Women's Archives, 116.
Suzanne Zeller to Marianne G. Ainley, private communication quoted with the permission of
Suzanne Zeller, March 29, 2002. 
"  Ibid.
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(R e)constructing lives requires the researcher/writer to be aware o f the selective 
memories of both the teller and the interpreter. Selective memory was noticeable when 
1 talked to different family members and fhends of the family. In some instances, their 
recollections of events were similar to mine and in others we seemed to be talking about 
completely different events. What was important to me was insignificant to others but, 
again, the notion of ethical correctness' interceded. It became apparent that many of the 
tensions, contradictions, and dilemmas I encountered form the story and provide the 
interest and dynamics of the life being interpreted. From this perspective, then, it is 
acceptable to have disparity in the telling. Cultural Studies, with its celebrations of 
interdisciplinarity, polyvocality, uncertainties around ‘truths’ and non-closure is the type 
of theoretical template that works with biographical research. Maiy Catherine Bateson 
suggests that rather than worrying about a discussion or continuity, variations of events 
illustrates that what really happens is more o f a constant flux. In reconstructing and 
redirecting lives we learn and develop and, according to the author, this may be viewed 
as progress rather than failure. 1 foimd myself relying on this perspective whenever my 
research started developing tensions, contradictions, and dilemmas that inhibited my 
writing.
On my research trip, my base of operations was from the home of Diane and 
George Van Doren in Three Hills, Alberta. 1 had several opportunities to view the open 
prairie. The space is so open and large that it made me feel very imcomfbrtable. I found
Mary Catherine Bateson, Composing A Life (The Atlantis Monthly Press: New York: Plume, 
1990), 6; and Anton Blok, “Reflections on ‘Making History’,” in Other Histories, ed. Kirsten Hastrup 
(New York: Routledge, 1992), 122.
Diane Bell, and others, ed.. Gendered Fields, 11.
Polyvocality refers to the various voices/sources that may be used to complete research. 
Mary Catherine Bateson, Composing, 6-8.
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my comfort levels were somewhat better in the Round Hill area where the land is more 
rolling and there are more trees than farther south in Three Hills. 1 was even more 
comfortable as 1 headed west and entered the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. I found 
having boundaries to my physical spatial perceptions was much more comforting than the 
wide open spaces. I wondered if Madeline Izowsky felt the same landscape dislocation 
when she moved from one location to another.
In retrospect it is clear that I did not prepare for my first research/archival trip 
well enough. I did not fully understand the complexities or difficulties of archival 
research away from home. For example, the day that 1 plaimed to do research in the 
University of Calgary Library, it was closed due to summer hours. On the other hand, 
my sources in Prince George were all close and if  I neglected a detail it was not difficult 
to obtain more information. Rescheduling of various interviews resulted in my travelling 
the highways of Alberta more than I had planned for. Although this gave me the 
opportunity to take alternate routes each day and experience different prairie landscapes, 
it was exhausting and expensive. This experience made me realize that prospective 
interviewees have lives that may interfere with a researcher’s agenda.
One phrase that struck me A^ iien I talked to elderly women pioneers and their 
daughters was that they all thought I was “so brave” to travel to Alberta and to do my 
research alone. Keeping in mind that I was travelling over well-established, paved roads 
in my sport utility vehicle, with a cell phone for emergencies, credit cards for expenses, 
and that I had a known destination, I did not feel adventuresome. It was a journey I was 
making of my own choosing and I had relatives to stay with at journey’s end. Compared 
to the travels o f pioneer women I did not think at the time (and still do not) that I was
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particularly brave. I thought that it was the idea that 1 was alone and did not have my 
husband (or other male protector) with me that made the difference. But is apparent that 
an understanding of each woman’s perspective is dependent on her experiences. The 
women 1 spoke with may have recognized a risk in my journey for which I had not 
accounted. When 1 suggested that I did not consider what I was doing very brave, in light 
of pioneer women’s accomplishments, these same women tended to dismiss their own 
experience as anything out of the ordinary. What they had experienced was common 
place to them and, therefore, ordinary and what I was doing was not in their experience 
and, therefore, out of the ordinary, ^ o/w their perspective. Alternatively, my 
independence may have been misconstrued as bravery.
While I was in Calgary doing research at the Glenbow Archives, 1 stayed with the 
family of one of Madeline Izowsky’s great-grand daughters, whom I had not previously 
met. I soon discovered that her family has the same pictures of Madeline as I do. When I 
remarked on how strange it was for me to see Madeline’s image in a (to me) unfamiliar 
home my relative replied, “Well, she was my Grammie, too!” '^ This remark made me 
realize the extent of her family lineage.
My trip to the Baltic International Summer School in Latvia was academic in 
nature, as I had hoped it would provide some Eastern European contextual cultural and 
physical landscape background. Reflecting on this trip made me aware that it was an 
imexpected bonus to be immersed in a different culture. The first day in the country I 
was to make my independent way by train, from Riga where 1 arrived by airplane, to 
Valmiera where the university is located. Unbeknownst to me the train schedule was
Tina Simpson, conversation with the author, August 24, 2001, Calgary, Alberta, field note
transcripts.
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changed the week before I arrived in Latvia. It was only after a couple of hours on the
train platform that 1 realized that I might have missed the appropriate train. It was on this 
platform that 1 appreciated the full impact of the journey that I had undertaken. It is 
difficult to describe my feelings. I remember the clarity of the blue sky, the hot sun, and 
yet the chill that I felt being alone in a foreign country where I was unable to obtain help 
from other passengers because the other passengers and I did not speak the same 
language. I wonder if the same overwhelming sense of isolation happened to Madeline 
when she first embarked from the SS Bulgaria on arrival in Halifax. Although I 
experienced an overwhelming desire to catch the first available taxicab, return to the 
airport and fly home, I knew that this was really not an option. I thought if  Elizabeth 
Mach could travel from Poland to Canada with her children, and Madeline Izowsky could 
travel all over Alberta and B.C. with four small children, I could surely get myself and 
two suitcases to a destination only two hours away so I took a bus.
Now placed in Valmiera, I found that although English was spoken in the 
dormitories and classrooms, the rest of the environment that I moved in was either in 
Latvian or Russian and I speak neither of these languages. The dislocation I experienced, 
particularly in the first week, gave me an understanding of how Madeline may have felt 
during the move from Poland to Canada. On the other hand, by the end of the third week 
1 felt comfortable enough that I wanted to stay in Latvia another few weeks. I thought 
that I could have functioned in this different space, albeit cautiously. By this time I had 
learned a few phrases of Latvian and was comfortable using them. I recognized some 
signs and could order from a menu and be fairly confident about what I was getting. I 
also discovered that pointing and smiling was helpful. I was markedly different.
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particularly because of my clothing and people stared at me. This was very 
disconcerting.'^ Although the Latvian culture is different from the Galicia of Madeline’s 
childhood, 1 had never been exposed to such an obvious sense of difference. Similarly 
Madeline Mach may not have been exposed to ethic differences until she travelled to 
Canada.
“I wished I had coaxed more family history from Momma and Tante Molly. They 
didn’t like to talk about the ‘old times’ mostly because it stigmatized them as 
immigrant’ Like Carolyn Heilbrun, I wish I had learned more about Madeline 
Izowsky’s family history while she was alive. In my teens, I remember asking her to 
teach me Polish, and she gently but firmly declined because she felt English was the only 
important language in Canada. I suppose that, from her perspective, her family was well 
entrenched in an English-Canadian culture and there was no need for me to leam Polish. 
It would only mark me as different.
As a teenager, I was permitted to go with Madeline Izowsky on one of her buying 
trips to Vancouver. I recall feeling very grown up and important in being allowed to go 
on a buying trip with Gammie. I think at some level that this type of treatment 
encouraged a spirit of independence and confidence that I did not recognize at the time, 
but has stood me in good stead over the course of my life. I was very fortunate to have 
this influence in my early years.
The younger American women that 1 associated with finally stopped wearing shorts and tried to 
blend in with the dress code of the country as much as possible. A very informal observation lead us to the 
conclusion that, at least in public, very few Latvian women wear shorts, and certainly in my age cohort no 
Latvian women wear shorts in public but wore dresses and high heel shoes. The clothes 1 had with me 
were clearly North American and I saw no way to downplay this difference.
^  Carolyn G. Heilbrun, The Last Gift o f Time (New York: The Dial Press, 1997), 199
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Carolyn Heilbrun maintains that new stories will only be heard if women are 
permitted to tell their own histories/herstories and those of each other. These stories will 
only be heard if  the listener is attentive and respectful. The author contends that keeping 
women isolated from one another negates the opportunity to recount their personal lives 
and form a narrative of their own.^' In this regard, my thesis helps Madeline Izowsky's 
voice and story to be heard, although I began my thesis as a means to an end, that is, 
achieving a Master of Arts Degree while contributing to women’s history. In the process, 
however, I have discovered the persona behind the women that I knew as Gammie. In 
writing her story 1 hope that 1 have also left a legacy for her family to enjoy. But in order 
for women’s voices to be heard by a larger audience, it is crucial to distribute these 
s t o r i e s . T o  ensure the distribution of Madeline Izowsky’s story I plan to deposit my 
thesis in a variety of libraries such as Prince George, Camrose, and Glenbow and give 
formal and informal presentations about my research.
According to Edward Soja, “there are no ‘conclusions’ that are not also 
‘openings’.” '^* Madeline Izowsky is an example of unique and contradictory elements 
and experiences that make up “ordinary women” in a way that challenges any simplistic 
constructions of gender and women’s place in historical space. I hope my findings will 
open discussion about northern women’s history and encourage others to present northern 
immigrant perspectives. Exploring the life of one non-British, European, immigrant
Carolyn Heilbrun, Writing a Woman’s Life, 46.
Toby Jayaratne and Abigail Stewart, “Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in the Social 
Sciences,” in Beyond Methodology. 103.
Lynn Box, “A Woman of Love and Strength: A Feminist Biography of Madeline (Mach) 
Izowsky -  1885-1979,” Changing the Climate: Exploring Diversity Conference, March 14-16, 2002, 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. I am grateful to the organizers of this conference 
for providing a safe and accepting space in which to do my first presentation.
^  Edward Soja, Thirdspace, 9.
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woman in the North and her role in Canadian society during the first half of the twentieth 
century provides an ‘opening.’
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139
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES /  TERRITOIRES DU NORD-OUEST
Appendix E - Map of Al 
C A N A D A
lerüL'
^Assumption' lohn D Or 
Prairie 
#
High
Level
Rainbow 
Lake It Vermilion Cmre
Manning
R
imsha
FaiiMiewi
Peace River Wabasca
Desmarais
>
‘ i |
Lac La i X
Biche Cold \ T-
LakejC fjAti^asca ^
?ad ;WstkjJk 'j %
^  '~\SoPaul
SM /' R rr j— ^
It I f^~,«Saskatchewen-- \ '■
R ver
Slave LHig
1 Prairie Sla^
Lake
Gran
Prairie valleyyiew
Grande C ache^. Whltecourt 
;^Edwn
'  OHinto - \ vermilion 
Uoydminster;Drayton Valley
*' V I
Rocky Mountair^
> Pdnoka Walitwrmht
iStetde rovost _Innlsfail
Hanna *
“ '- 'A
<  /C »l0aryt'_8oiv V _ i J jP * e /: - \R -A L
d%#High River V^wLBrooks _
©>wedicine /  '•
MilRTtive  ^ | |
.Crowsne
Pincher
LEGEND /  LEGENDE
_ Provincial capital /
Capitale provinciale
a Other populated places /  
Autres lieux habité*
 ^  Trans-Canada Highway /
- La Transcanadienna
 1_ Major road /
Route principale
International boundary /  
Frontière Internationale
______ Provincial boundary /
Limite provinciale
Scale /  échelle
75 0 75
km I I I . I
225
_J km
rdston'
© 2001. Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, Natural Resources Canada. U S A /  É-U d A
----------Sa la Rclno dw^hef du Canada, Ressources naturelles Canada.
 ^Natural Resources Ccmada, geomatics Canada, http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/geocan/, retrieved March
1,2002
140
Appendix F -  Homestead
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Appendix G -  Statement o f Francizek Mach, 1904.
Statement of Frank Mach in support of his application for Homestead Patent for SE of 
Section 28, Township 48, Range 19 of 4 Meridian dated October 19,1904.
Year Broken Acres Cropped Acres Horses Cattle Figs
1901 8 - 2 9 9
1902 4 8 2 12 27
1903 8 12 3 12 24
1904 _ 18 3 13 19
This statement lists the years from 1901-1904 and details the acreage put under plough 
and into crops. Along with the outbuildings, house construction and fencing, it also lists 
the number of livestock.^
< |» | . . . . . . . .  , -
I
I
TmH
yJ.r, " . / i f
mCTW.CMfP—1
•Yrnrl i
\ I .  . /  rwiVT#-—
1*1% you OB ÿwir^ -- --- -- 
i trff ,  <Hf« tiiiwbtr *m
b r. «it #W* tilUbli
ik VAif ' -
wb«t I» »!# p™*M» ra*»» »»*f • “ . - ' ''
M— iw.,. _iijw>n Ml
Provincial Archives of Alberta, Statement of Frank Mach in support of his application for 
Homestead Patent, file#855628, film#2761, dated October, 1904.
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Appendix H -  Map o f British Columbia/
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’ Natural Resources Canada, geomatics Canada, http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/geocan/, retrieved March
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Appendix I -  Lot Purchase Receipt, 1919.
The Forf Rouge Lund Com^xing, Limzfed
to- „
JVOLV:.... .".2—  *KZ2V]VZf:ZBG CkomoKa:—
zx)3^  k!   a&ocNr._Ly_../.. muiAL
jZECEfPEO
"'1, '  --------     , .f'" 4"»
the sum of— x l3 £ 3 i---------------- -— ------------------------------  Dollars —
AeAxfy depoeff on cccxxmf o/pw ekw e oT atone docrAed proper(pL
ConafdemffQn— ---------------  ____J .  V  37
.....
jhwhanesf zf f  per cemwL per annum.
Agreements o f Sale to f>e AnO dW  bg the Compmig on Om Compands regular printed farms wiiMn sixtg dags
o r  th is d e p a ^  to  b e re fim d e d  s M m t t  ^ a b a .
^ppnowd THEfXW T jWWGB Z.ÆND C O W U V f: UMMiEO
Pwediaser • . A r
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Appendix J  -  City of Prince George, Municipal Tax Receipt, 1919. 
Courtesy of Lorraine Knight.
CITY OF PRINOF OFOROF.
N9 789
S ftr te îi frmtt
Municipal Tax Receipt
7 S
A e  Slim. 
for Taxes-as follows
iôôDoBm*
TAXES
Taxes, 1919, net
Penalty
Tax, 1918
Auction Sale
Interest on Auction Sale
Interest on 1918 Tax
Total A m ount D ue 6 ^
Total A m ount Received
P R O P E R TY
Lot
g i o
Block
/
Dated a t Prince George th e  Q  day of.
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Appendix K-Izowsky and O'Rourke store ad, 1950.  ^
This was one of the few ads in the paper.
Pnnce George Thursdoy, December 1 ^ 1 9 5 0  jW
3 3 0  George
C H R K I M A S  a n s
L a d i e s '  a n d  g i r l s '
Afternoon and
We hove o lorge disploy of 
Beoutiful Lingerie
0  /
N*ee êw orfm ##î # f t  . ; ----------
Boys' Shirts and Sweaters
Ï-2: L ad ies ' o n d  C hild ren 's W eor
P h < ^  3 6 7 4 ( .r  ^
 ^Prince George Citizen, Thursday, December 14, 1950, 3.
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Appendix L -  Application for Registration -  Province o f British Columbia, 1948.
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Appendix M — Canada Registration Board Cards i/n/o Madeline and John Izowsky, 
1918. Cowrtgjy (^ lo rra in e  Xhig/if.
CAP(ADA REGISTRATION BOARD «
' I This certiftcate must 
 ^ .always be. c a rri^  
u j ^  tbe person of 
' t h e  r e e n t r a n t  ■ -
NUMBER ^ ' y
m  m m
T H IS  IS  TO T IP Y  T H A T
^  ^ Zid_4waa duly Tegjstmed Bor the wtmmml poxpoee#;
^  e /c s m -k thh dayrf.......^ U M y î .  __ 1918
'   .. j  '
fANADA jlEGKTTRATION BOARD
This .eertific^ ixnu&
' «Wed
the 'f
THIS IB TO C E R I I ^ T H A T  ' k ^
d î S g  f t i  t i - i - ' , . i . , r y  r '- T # i , i i . " ,m ,r i ir 'n iiim i' 'T m r  w  ii i i •“ ^"jp^ iiiiiiniM ^ r  -
L^X!^®»=»L__-W» duly Tc^stered for the aatioasî purposes
i^in Thiifr I'^inf
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Appendix N -  Sample of letter by Madeline
Izowsky, 1977*
<-''^ ~V^  ^  y( f ù^ 'T y  n  ^ y^ y .„ /! yyj O /(^ y, r'Sy^ —=-- /. /7 . . y,y, X) ,
9-, y /.  £U xZ 7? (x-^x^^Tlv 1 1 ~72  ^yy ^  y<A >—f%y(yyty*^^''yl..J^ A» ,
^ % x S 6 & O z 2 ^
^ 2 < k f c / ' W ^ Z ^ f ' i ^ L X v U i ^
- ^ < ^ 7  / % » .  « ;
7r:^<k z i7 / )^ / /xx /^
( % . ) x 2 y / 7 ^
y  'i^ - u i-  ^ § /  e f ' ^  e Z
' Madeline to George, Diane and family.
November 1977 
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Appendix O -  Biography as Lace Work
"‘Biography is a symbol o f  lace work and i f  you do a wonderful lace work 
there are lots o f  holes in it, blank spaces in it. Its got its pattern. Its got 
its beauty and the dark holes, the unfilled bits are part o f its pattern.
 ^Sarah Hampson, "The Hampscm Interview: Michael Holroyd, A  Life's Work," GZoAe oW  M r//,
Saturday, September 7,2002, Review -  R-3.
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